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Compassion.”

The two-day evmt'swhmh'a'ﬂracted awide spectrum of Muslim and non-Muslim was held on the
sixth floor of Masud Am & O.R.Sadick Islamic Centre between 8 and 9 November, 2014.

(Full report on Page 2)
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We hope that through a series of lectures and discussionsin the
seminar, al kinds of doubts, confusions and misunderstandings
about Islam could be eliminated; and the audience would be
able to learn the truth regarding Islam.
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Islam is apeaceful religion, and Muslims are agroup of people
who love peace, pursue peace, and contribute to world peace.
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The origina meaning of “Islam” is peace, its doctrine advo-
cates peace and tranquility, to be obedient and kind people,
turn away from evil, stay neutral.
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Whether the Confucian or Islamic benevolence concept, the
basic condition isto love all that exists.
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The important mission of Muslims, mosques and Islamic
organizations is to educate the world that ISlam is areligion of
peace, tolerance and love, and also able to adapt to the devel op-
ment of society in different eras.
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To accelerate the pace of change in the Muslim world, we
need to combine tradition and modernity.
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Tolerance is an important part of the core values of Islam,
requiring everyone to have aloving heart, in order to elimi-

nate barriers and conflicts among people.

E=

PBArHR B EEh X PRI G 7 KRR 2
A 8 SauEds (RE) @i () 2 » &
BeA o SR BSE 5 R ;{—Ei’??f%%%%%é_— A2
Through only five days of Hajj, Mudlim feel as if they are
born again, their sins and spirit are renewed; feeling as if
both this life and the hereafter are linked closely.
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In order to protect our various interests, the Ilamic law
includes five kinds of measures. guarding our believes,
health, mind, honor and wealth.

EEH AT R R B EOR K, BEFEHETRA
TR M SRk R e L R O
DR ETR R TE o

Isam is a religion of peace and love; Islam is strongly
opposed to all forms of terrorist activities. It is every Mus-
lim's duty and obligation to maintain world peace and build
a harmonious society.
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Following Imam Yang'stalk, there was a short question

and answer session after which Bro. lbrahim Sat Shi
Sang, Chairman of the Chinese Muslim Cultural and
Fraternal Association, presented souvenirs to the speak-
ers.

The event ended with a Dua by Haji Nasser Aly Mor-
shidy, a Council member of the Union.

This was the first time a seminar of this kind has been
held in Hong Kong and the general consensus was that
it was very successful, with some speakers and mem-
bers of the Muslim community in Hong Kong suggest-
ing that such a seminar be organized by the Union on a
yearly base.

The organizing committee for this event identified
severa areas in which important improvements could
be made for future events. One such area was on inter-
pretation of speeches from Putonghuato English for the
benefit of non-Putonghua speaking members of the
audience.
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Allah (SWT) has made humans the caretakers of earth, so
that humans can spread Allah's mercy and benevolence to all
parts of the world and maintain peace and harmony.
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Islam isthe religion of all humans, however, it should not be
forced upon people. Islam orders all to do good, prohibits
evil deeds and promotes kindness towards non-Muslims.
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Warm hospitality was shown to the speakers by the local
Muslim community in Hong Kong. The Chinese Muslim
Cultural and Fraternal Association hosted a dinner for them
on 8 November 2014. The Hong Kong Muslim Women
Association hosted a dinner for the distinguished visitors on
9 November 2014 while the Hong Kong Chinese Muslim
Federation hosted alunch for them on 8 November 2014.

The seminar provided participants with useful tools to
combat communal violence and served to encourage positive
action to achieve peace as well as social harmony.

Donation for Ramadhan Iftar-2014

Alhumdullilah! There was a very good response to the
appeal launched by the Welfare Committee of the Islamic
Union of Hong Kong (the Union) to provide Iftar during
Ramadhan 2014 to poor Muslims in six countries. The
countries are China, Pakistan, Indonesia, India, Sri Lanka
and the Philippines.

More than $325,000 was collected and remitted to the
Union's co-ordinators benefiting over 13,000 people. As
with the usual practice, the co-ordinators were requested to

arrange for a short talk on Islam to be given prior to break-
ing fast.

The Union thanked all those who donated to this worthy
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The Islamic Union held its 66th Annual General Meeting on 7 December, 2014 on the 6th
L‘L- floor, O.R. Sadick Islamic Centre.

@ There was agood turn-out for the meeting by members of the Union.

Immediately after the meeting, the first Council meeting was held at the conference room.
The following Council members were elected to head various sub-committees:-
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Chairman BroA.R. Suffiad \edical Services Committee Haji A.R. Karamdin
Vice Chairman Haji Saeeduddin \jembership Committee Bro. Aminul Hague
Hon. Secretary Haji RM. Omar pypjicity and Publications Committee Haji Nasser El-Morshidy
Hon. Treasurer Bro. O.M. Arab  gports and Recreation Committee Haji M.A. Khan
Building Management Committee Haji M.A. Khan \wefare Committee Haji A.D. Khan
Canteen Monitoring Committee Bro. A. Moosdeen g amic Association of Macau, Co-ordinator Haji R.M. Omar
Da'wah Committee Haji Kasm MaFung Wai  stoff Supervisory Panel, Co-ordinator Haji M.A. Khan
Education Committee Haji Najeem Khan g5 aries and Allowance Committee Bro. O.M. Arab
Information Technology Committee Bro. Aminul Hague Representative on the Board of Trustee Haji Saeeduddin
Investment Committee Haji Saeeduddin  Representative on the Board of Trustee Bro. O.M. Arab

i-i Legal & Tax Advice Committee Sis. NishaMohamed coyncil Member

Bro. Fazal Dad

Bro. Ali Mahomed

t Library Committee

—_— B e

—_
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Left: Bro. Sat Chi Sang, Ibrahim, Chairman, Chinese Muslim Cultural and Fraternal Association presenting
souvenir to Bro. Hei Dekun, Assistant Director, State Administration for Religious Affairs. Right: Bro. Ishag, MC
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IUHK Chairman

Brother Suffiad

presenting souvenir

to Bro. Adilijiang Ajikelimu,

Vice President, China Islamic )
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A packed audience
attending the seminar
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The Union Organized Hgj in 2014

Thirty-two pilgrims, comprising 11 brothers and 21
sisters, went for the performance of Ha with arrange-
ments being made by the Islamic Union of Hong Kong.

The 32 pilgrims registered with the Hg Committee of the
Union in June 2014 and were happy with the smooth
arrangements made by the organizers.

Led by Hai Abdul Muhaemin bin Karim, The Union’s
Da wah worker, the group left Hong Kong for Jeddah on
27 September 2014. Prior to their departure, Bro.
Nasruddin said a Dua of Safar (journey) on the ground
floor of Magid Ammar after which the group boarded a
chartered bus for the airport.

Upon arrival at King Abdul Aziz International Airport in
Jeddah, the group was met by staff of Koperasi Jeddah
and taken to At-Taubah Hotel Makkah Al-Mukarramah
about 700 meters or 10 minutes walk from Masjid Al
Haram. Daily buffet breakfast, lunch and dinner were
served at the hotel.

While in Makkah the group visited historical sites such as
the Mount of Thaur, Cave of Hira', Mount of Rahmah and
Museum of two holy mosgues. In Arafaat and Mina the

group’s arrangements were made by Maktab 116 and
accommodated in the VIP group with air-conditioned tent,
mattresses, pillows, blankets and buffet meals.

After completing the requirements of Haj, the group left for
Madinah al-Munawwarah on 9 October 2014 to visit the
mosgue and the tomb of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh).
During their 3-day stay in Madinah, the group was taken on
a tour of historical sites such as the Magjid of Quba, the
Mount of Uhud, the Masjid of Qiblatain, the Bagi’ Cem-
etery and the dates market.

On 11 October 2014 the group left for Jeddah where they
stayed one night. On 12 October 2014 they left for Hong
Kong returning on 13 October 2014 safe and sound. Alham-
dulillah!

Before embarking on their pilgrimage, classes on the
performance of Haj were held on Saturdays from 30 August
2014 to 20 September 2014. The tutors were Haji Abdul
Muhaemin bin Karim and Imam Sulaiman Wang.

The arrangements made were well received by all group
members and comments from three of the pilgrims are
published below this article.

Some Comments from the pilgrims:

Haji Ahmed Rushdi Ghouse from Sri Lanka:

“ We commend IUHK for all the arrangements made and the hospitality extended during the
2014 spiritua journey of Hajj. May Allah reward everyone involved in making this a success.

Ameen.”

Haji Mujibur Rahman from Bangladesh:

“ | performed Hajj this year with the group from the Islamic Union of Hong Kong led by
Brother Muhaemin. Hajj is abeautiful experience but is also avital pillar of Faith that should
not be taken for granted. There was not a moment in our 16 day trip that did not interest me.
The service was so great, and all brothers and sisters interacted with each other to make sure
that everyone performed the rituals of Hajj properly.”

Hajjah Zulina Rahmawati from Indonesia:

“It was such avery exceptional and amazing Hajj journey. | was so impressed and pleased with
the service, guidance and assistance provided by the team in Hong Kong and Saudi Arabia.
They have great attitude, resourceful, caring, helpful, and worked their best to ensure that we
could do our rituals of Hajj easily and smoothly. My specia thanks to IUHK, IKJHI and all
brothers and sisters who gave their full support in making the Hajj 2014 a successful one”
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Halaqoh(Sunday) Study Group Graduation Ceremony

The Halagoh(Sunday) group recently organized three  (Sewing Class). The Welfare Committee was grateful
seperate graduation ceremonies for a total of 210  to those who voluntarily contributed their efforts and
graduate domestic hel pers who completed their courses  time to the administration and operation of these
on English, Basic Computer, Sewing and Handicraft  classes.
These courses were supported and sponsored by the
Welfare Committee of the Union. After completion of these courses, students from the
computer class could have a decent knowledge of
The classes were conducted in Bahasa Indonesia by ~ Windows and Microsoft Office operation. The English
experienced volunteer tutors. They are Sis. Sunarmi  class students have learnt the basic of English grammar
Suyitno (Computer Class), Sis. Sunarmi Suyitno and  while the students from the sewing class and handicraft
Sis. Siti  Parida(English Class), Sis. Nita classes were competent in making different kinds of
Mumiatia(Advanced English Class), Sis. Endang ladies clothing, handbags and accessories. These skills
Sulistyaningsih (Handicraft Class), and Sis. Sri Biarti  would beneficial for their future career.
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Graduation photo of Computer and English Classes Graduation photo of Advgnced'Eninsh.CIa_\ss
L

.




P10 Rabi-ul-Thani 1436 f#f 1436% 4 February 2015 Newsletter

IlU MATTERS

L ecture on “lIslamic Culture

On 27 November 2014, Imam Uthman Yang
Xing Ben, Chief Imam of Magid Ammar, gave
alectureon “Islamic Culture” at the Hong Kong
Institute of Vocational Education (IVE) in Mor-
rison Hill Road, Wanchai.

The lecture is part of the “International Fort-
night 2014 Activity”. According to the event
organi zer, although Vocational Training Council
have quite a few overseas students and ethnic
minority students, Islamic culture is still unfa-
miliar to most of their staff, therefore, it is
necessary for them to deepen their understand-
ing of Islam in order to take better care of their
Muslim students.

In his speech, Imam Yang gave an all-round
introduction on Islamic culture, including: what
is a Mudlim’s daily life, the development of
Islamic world in modern times, and comments
on ISIS etc. An introductory video on the
Islamic Union and Masgid Ammar & O.R.

Audiences listening to the speech

' at IVE (Morrison Hill)

Sadick Islamic Centre was also showcased
during the lecture.

An exceptional large audience attended the
lecture. In the end, there was a Question and
Answer session, and quite a few audiences
raised questions and expressed their opinions.
Thewhole lecture wasin an animated and lively
atmosphere, which showed audiences were
highly interested in Islamic culture.

I/ﬁaim’
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The Education Committee of the Union recently held
its annual Scholarship Award and Education Assis-
tance Presentation Ceremony.

The number of applicants for this year’'s Scholarship
Award was 38, Education Assistance was 14 and “ Self
Challenge” was 197. 137 received the “Self Chal-
lenge” Award, 12 received the Education Assistance
from the Union, while other 34 got the Scholarship
Award.

Bro. A. R. Suffiad, the Chairman of the Union and Haji

Scholarship and
Self-Challenge
Awards
Presentation
Ceremony

Kasim Ma, the Chairman of the Union's Educa-
tion Committee presented the awards to the
successful students.

The Scholarship Funds which are managed by the
Union were from Pau’'s Benevolent& Education
Fund, Madam Yeung's Education Fund, Dr.
Abbas K.K. Yeung's Education Fund, Late Haji
A.M. Rumjahn Scholarship Fund, Late Haji M.
Y. Adal Education Fund Mdm. L. K. Yeung Edu-
cation & Scholarship Fund.

The Da' wah Committee of the Union

has organized a two-month coursson —— Coyrse on ‘ Understanding Islam’ Compl eted

‘Understanding Islam’. More than 60
people attended the course which was
held every Saturday in eight sessions.

The wide ranging topics covered ‘the
Existence of the Creator’, ‘Prophet
Muhammed (PBUH) and other proph-
ets, ‘Qur'an and Hadith’, ‘Five
Pillars of Islam’, ‘Muslim Rituals and
Festivals, ‘Muslim women’, ‘Halah
food’ and Resurrection’.

At the end of the course, each partici-
pant was presented with a Certificate
of Completion.
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Seminar in Kaohsiung Mosgue

The Islamic Union of Hong Kong was invited by ing a talk by Imam Chen Yong Wu of Kaohsiung
Taiwan's Kaohsiung Mosque to attend a seminar  Mosque about the ethics of Islam. It was followed by
with the theme "Exploring the true meaning of & speech on how to ensure proper faith by Dr. Zhao Xi
Islam”. Haji Kasim Ma, Chairman of the Union's L in. Imam Wang Meng Yang shared his views on the
Dawah Committee representing the Islamic  development of Islam in a multicultural
Union. Arriving in the evening of 24th December,  environment.One of the highlight of the event was a
we were welcomed by Chairman Haji Wang Shang  talk by Haji Chen Bao Luo who spoke on how he and
Zheng and Hon Secretary Haji Sha Guo Qiang of  his family of seven converted to Isam from Bud-
Kaohsiung Mosque. dhism then to Christianity before accepted Islam.

An opening ceremony was held the following  Apart from benefitting from the different talks,
morning where General Director Zhang Ming Jun  participants also got the chance to visit some scenic
of Chinese Muslim Association, and former Navy  spots, including Boat trips at the famous Love River
Commander Jin Feng Xiang delivered the  and Chengcing Lake. As the Kaohsiung mosque has
welcoming speeches calling for the promotion of  numerous facilities such as akitchen, a canteen, semi-
the values of Islam and increase in communication  nar rooms, an auditorium, library, dormitories, etc., it
among Muslims in Hong Kong, Mainland China  acted as a convenient medium for the camp. All
and Taiwan. L ater, the del egates spoke on the work arrangements were extremely accommodating and
of their respective association. thorough. The camp was a successful event; overall, it
was a pleasing experience.
The event held numerous sharing sessions, includ-

Senior Police Officers Visit the Union

A delegation of senior police officers from Wan- , and PCLA WCHDIST, Mr. Gurung Nirgj, the
chai District called on the Islamic Union of Hong delegation was met on arrival by the Chairman of
Kong a Osman Ramju Sadick Islamic Centre the Union, Bro. A.R. Suffiad and Vice Chairman,
recently. Haji Saeeduddin and Council members.

Led by District Commander of Wanchai District, Bro. Suffiad briefed the guests the role and work of
Mr. Ng Shan Ho, and Chief Inspectors of Police, the Union’s in the Muslim Community which the
Ms. Nieh Dorothy and Mr. Yu Siu Chuen, NPC guests were very impressed. They later toured the
SUPPCRO WCHDIST, Mr. Andy Adam Razack building and its facilities before settling down for a

Chinese dim sum lunch.

Group picture
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How to save oneself from the Hell-Fire

Abdul Muhaemin Karim

The only way to be saved
from hell is through iman
(faith) and righteous deeds.
So theMuslims pray to their
Lord with faith to save them
from the Fire. Allah said:
“Those who say, Our Lord!
We have indeed believed.
Forgive us, then, our sins
and save us from the agony
of the Fire.”

Many hadiths speak in
details about this matter and
describe the deeds that will
protect one from the Fire,
for example, love of Allah.
The Prophet (saw) said: “
By Allah, Allah will never
throw one who loves Him

and whom He loves into
theFire”

Fasting is also a source of
protection from the Fire, as
reported from Jabir ibn
Abdillah, the Prophet (saw)
said: “Allah, the Exalted,
says. ‘Fasting is a shield
with which one may protect
oneself from the Fire”
Al-Bayhaqgi reports from
Uthman ibn Abi al-Ash that
the Prophet (saw) said: “
Fastingisa shield from the
punishment of Allah.”

If fasting is accomplished at
the time of jihad against the
enemy, then that is a great
victory, as it is reported
from Abu Sa eed al-Khudri
that the Prophet (saw) said:
“ Whoever fastsfor one day
when he is engaged in
jihad for the sake of Allah,
Allah will remove him
‘seventy years distance
from the Fire.” (Bukhari
and Muslim)

Other means of salvation
from the Fire are fear of

Allah, and jihad for His
sake. Allah (swt) said: “ But
for him who fears the
standing before his Lord,
therewill betwo gardensin
Paradise.” (Qur’an 55: 46).
The Prophet (saw) said:
“No one who weeps out of
fear of Allah will enter Hell
until the milk goes back
into the breast, and a man
will never have both the
dust from fighting in the
way of Allah and the smoke
of Hell.” Bukhari reports
from Abu Abs that the
Prophet (saw) said: “No two
feet that get dusty for the
sake of Allah will ever be
touched by the Fire.”

We may aso be shielded
from the Fire by seeking
protection with Allah from
it. Allah said in the Qur’an:
“Those who say:Our Lord!
Avert from us the wrath of
Héll, for itswrath isindeed
an affiliation grievous. Evil
indeed isit asan abode and
as a place to rest in.”
(Qur’an 25: 65-66)

Ahmad, Ibn Majah, Ibn
Hibban, and Al-Hakim
report, with a saheeh isnaad
from Anas, that the Messen-
ger of Allah said: “No one
asks Allah for Paradise
three times, but Paradise
will say: ‘O Allah, admit
him to Paradise’ And no
Muslim asks Allah for
protection from Hell three
times, but Hell will say: O
Allah, save him from me.”

Bukhari and Muslim report
from Abu Hurairah that
when the Prophet (saw) was
discussing the angels who
seek out gatherings of dhikr,
he said: “Allah asks them
and He knows best: ‘What
are they seeking protection
from? They tell him, ‘From
the Fire” He asks, ‘And
have they seen it? They
say: ‘No, by Allah, O Lord,
they have not seenit’? They
say: ‘They would be even
more afraid and anxious to
escape it.” He says. ‘Bear
witness that | have forgiven
them.””

Observance of the Birthday of Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.)

Hong Kong Muslim community observed Milad un-Nabi,
the observance of the birthday and life of the Prophet
Muhammad(Peace Be Upon Him) on 4 January 2015 (13
Rabi-ul-Awal, 1436 Hijri).

This event was organized by the Da wah Committee of the
Union. The function began after Magrib prayer with Haji
Abdul Karim Muhaemin’s recitation from the Holy Qur’ an.
Then participants joined a Maulood recital lead by Hgji
[brahim Ismail. Later, ashort talk was given by Hafiz Atig-
ur-Rahman and Imam Uthman Yang in Urdu and in Canton-
ese respectively. The event concluded with the recitation of
Al-Fatihah and Du’ a by Imam Sulaiman Wang.
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Muslim & Friends Hiking

Shing Mun Reservoir to Tai Po

jointly organized by 6 Muslim organizations

Sl PR 7O 22 R IR A T LU Bl

Group Photo
[ 5

2 The oldest and youngest amongst the Everyone enjoyed the hiking in the lovely
participants weather
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It was an exceptional beautiful Saturday morning when two
coaches carrying 120 enthusiastic members of the Islamic
Union of H.K. and Halagol sisters embarked on a two hour
long journey from Masjid Ammar and O.R. Sadick Islamic
Centre to a scenic spot at the tip of Sai Kung Peninsular,
Hoi Ha Wan.

The two coaches departed from Wanchai at 0900 hour
sharp after loading the well-prepared food and drinks for
the outing. Both Imam Uthman Yeung and Sulaiman Wang
and their wivesjoined the group, together with brothers and
sisters of different nationalities to the picnic spot where
specia permission from the Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department was required before the coaches
proceeded further to the inner picnic spot. On the arrival,
the group had to walk for another hour to the camp site
facing the sea.

A sumptuous lunch consisting of pulau rice, Maaysia style
curry chicken, salad, BBQ fish and desserts.

Zuhur prayer was led by Imam Uthman Yang on the open
ground followed by a short talk. In his talk, Imam Yang
drawn their attention that all beautiful nature was the work
of our Creator, Allah (SWT). We should be grateful to the
Almighty and think of Him in our daily prayers.

There were organized games and hiking around the area
before the group boarded their coaches and returned to
Kowloon Tong MTR station and Wanchai Masjid respec-
tively, al feeling tired but happy.

The event was organized by the Union’s Sports & Recrea-
tion Committee.
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Sydney
Australians say to Muslims "I'll ride with you"

Asagunman holds people hostage in acafe
in Sydney, thousands of messages of
support have been posted online for Mus-
lims in Australia who are afraid of an
Islamophobic backlash.

The spark was this post on Facebook by
Rachael Jacobs, who said shed seen a
woman she presumed was Muslim silently
removing her hijab while sitting next to her
on the train: "l ran after her at the train
station. | said "put it back on. I'll walk with
u'. She started to cry and hugged me for
about a minute - then walked off alone'.

"| saw one tweet that was just a very small act
of kindness to afrightened Muslim women on
public transport and it pretty much broke my
heart,” Tessa Kum told the BBC. "And it just
seemed like something that there should be
more of in theworld. | can't say that | planned
this at all. It has been amazing to watch this
take off.

The story of Rachael's encounter with a
woman in religious attire inspired this
Twitter user, 'Sir Tessa, aka TessaKum: "If
you reg take the #373 bus b/w
Coogee/MartinPl, wear religious attire, &
don't feel safe alone: I'll ride with you. @
me for schedule,” user 'Sir Tessa' tweeted.
Moments later she tweeted "Maybe start a
hashtag? What's in #illridewithyou?’

There were 40,000 tweets using the hashtag
#l1lridewithyou in just two hours, according to
Twitter Australia; 150,000 in four hours. And
it's been rapidly growing since.

"Please, if you're going to use #illridewithyou,
include journeys and times, make it genuinely
useful not just a trendy thing to tweet," was the
message from Sydney FC's official Twitter
account.

Thousands of people have now joined the
spontaneous campaign, offering to meet
Muslim people at their local stations and to
ride with them on their journey.

Source:BBC.COM



Newsletter

Rabi-ul-Thani 1436 f/1/f& 14364F 4 H February 2015 P17

ISLAMIC WORLD NEWS

SBS reporter Patrick Abboud meets the new Aussie face of Iam

SARAH isaproud Anglo blue-eyed Australian woman.

She's aso a proud Aboriginal and a
Muslim.

But while her journey to Islam took three
years, her message for those who see her
story is shorter — she is still the same
person she was then, the only difference
is she wears a scarf.

The Sydney woman said she never found
peace and quiet and connected with God
until she converted to Islam.

The Feed reporter Patrick Abboud delves
into the lives of two ordinary Australians
who converted to Islam in a bid to
present a new side to Islam people may
not hear about.

Sarah tells Abboud: “I'm a proud
Aborigina Australian Mudim. It's a
profound quietness when | pray and
when | connect with God. I’ ve never had
that up until I embraced Islam.

“I hear of al the atrocities that are
happening overseas and | pick up my
Koran which is my life guide. There is
nothing in there about torturing people,
conflict and fighting.”

She told Abboud that converting took a
long time and she researched, read books
and watched lectures online and has
never been happier with her decision.

Sarah grew up in bible belt of the NSW
hills district which has highest Christian
church attendance in the country.

She converted to Islam while studying

psychology at university.

“My message to Australians who will
watch this story and who are afraid of

me iswe're not that different,” she said.

“I’'m an Australian. | bleed red, | have
hair but thisis how | chooseto live my
life. I'm the exact same | just have a
scarf on.”

Sydney man Lukeisaso aMuslim convert.

Sydney man Luke is aso a Muslim
convert.

Abboud also talksto Sydney man Luke,
whose journey to Islam was a little
more complicated.

“What goes on around the world or
what’s going on within Australial don’t
think that skews my judgment of what
Islam redly is because | feel | know
better,” he said.

“| feel | know the true Islam and that’s
what gives me peace.”

Abboud told news.com.au that given
the current climate he wanted to see
what life was like for people who had
converted to Islam.

“1 wanted to see the reality for Anglo-
Australians who had converted,” he
said. “It's an element of the Islamic
community which isn’t talked about.”

He said he had known of people who
converted through marriage but not
much had been heard from the Anglo-

Australian perspective who had done
the same for other reasons.

“Sarah is Aboriginal-Australian with

blue eyes and white skin. She shops at
Bondi. She loves the beach. She's as
Australian as they come” Abboud
said.

He added converting has been a very
positive experience for Sarah whose
indigenous grandfather has accepted
whole heatedly, having seen a
dramatic differencein her.

But Luke's experience was not as
smooth with his family at first strug-
gling to accept his decision.

President of the Australian New Muslims Associa-
tion Said Kanawati said he didn't want his religion
dragged through the mud.

President of the Australian New Mus-
lims Association tells The Feed it is
seeing around 3-4 converts a week, of
which Anglo-Australians make up the
majority.

“With the current situation we are in
now you get the feeling that people are
looking at you differently asif you're
one of the enemy now. We asking the
wider community to get to know what
Islamisall about,” he said.

“Build those bridges. Remove the
fear.

“l don't want to see my religion
dragged through the mud nor do |
want to see my fellow Australian
scared of me or my wife or my
children so I'm doing this for the
future.”

Source: News.com.au
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Malaysia-HK tie up to offer Islamic funds

A tie-up between Malaysian and Hong Kong asset managers
aims to market Islamic funds in mainland China, helping
expand sharia-compliant investment products outside the

industry's core centres in southeast Asia and the Middle East.

The asset management arm of Malayan Banking Bhd and
Hong Kong-based Bosera International will jointly develop
Islamic investment products, Nor' Azamin Salleh, chief
executive of Maybank Asset Management Group Bhd, told
Reuters.

Thefirst fund under the agreement will invest in Chinese and
Asian stocks; it will be aMalaysia-domiciled fund registered
in Hong Kong viaamutual recognition agreement already in
place between the two countries, Salleh said.

"We are doing the necessary for the fund to be launched and
announced in the first quarter of 2015."

Bosera is a wholly owned subsidiary of Shenzhen-based
Bosera Asset Management, one of the country's largest asset
managers, which says it has over $30 billion of assets under
management. Bosera will promote the fund to retail clients,

including an estimated 23 million Muslims in China.

"We are catering our funds to meet international appeal inthe
region through our presence, thus we are open to cross-
listing of funds which we think are suitable," said Salleh.

Until recently there has been little Islamic finance activity in
China, athough thisis changing after Hong Kong's issue of
aUS$1 billion debut Islamic bond in September.

Regulators from Hong Kong and Malaysia held ajoint semi-
nar on Islamic investment funds in June. That month, RHB
Asset Management, the investment arm of Malaysia's RHB
Capital , launched itsfirst Issamic fund in Hong Kong.
Maybank Asset Management has also launched its first US
dollar-denominated Islamic fund, aiming to distribute the
fund overseas.

Islamic fund managers screen their portfolios according to
religious guidelines such as bans on tobacco, alcohol and
gambling, in much the same way as socialy responsible

funds.
Source: Reuters

Turkey

Turkey's European Union Affairs
Minister Volkan Bozkir slammed Israel
for an incursion into al-Agsa Mosqgue,
telling the Israeli soldiers to leave the
sacred site at once.

“l am sending this message to those
soldiers who enter [al-Agsa Mosgue]
with their boots: If you don't leave it
immediately, we will hand you your
boots and watch you run away,” Bozkir
was quoted by private Dogan news
agency as telling a meeting of his
Justice and Development Party (AK
Party) in the southwestern province of
Burdur on Sunday.

Israeli police clashed with Palestinians
on Wednesday at the entrance to the
8th-century mosque, Islam's third most
sacred place, after what Palestinians
call an illegal storming of the mosque
by Israeli extremists protected by some
300 Israeli security forces. Palestinian
officials said Israeli forces had crossed

the threshold of the mosque for the first
time since 1967, while Israeli police
denied going into the house of worship.

Palestinian officials say that lsragli
police went far inside the mosque wear-
ing their shoesin asign of disrespect for
Muslims, who leave their shoes outside.

Bozkir,a former diplomat, said Turkey
will protect peace in Palestine. “ Turkey
will not allow [peopleto] disrupt peace-
ful orders that we established in Pales-
tine or anywhere else in the world,” he
said.

Since capturing east Jerusalem from
Jordan in 1967, Israel has maintained a
ban on Jews praying at a sacred com-
pound that houses the Dome of the
Rock and al-Agsa Mosque.

In recent weeks, however, a campaign
by far-right Jewish nationalists, includ-
ing ministersin the Israeli government,

Turkish minister told Israel: Leave al-Agsa or we'll send you packing

to be allowed to pray at the site has gath-
ered momentum, which led to clashes at
the compound between Israeli security
forces and Muslim worshippers angry at
what they see as an assault on ashrine that
isadministered by Islamic authorities.

The area is run by Muslim authorities
under Jordanian custody.

Turkey lashed out at Israel for the incur-
sion into a-Agsa Mosgue, with President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Prime Minis-
ter Ahmet Davutoglu calling it “barbaric.”
Davutoglu also said it was a “divine duty”
for Turkey to protect al-Agsa Mosque.

Source: Today’s Zaman
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2. A statement from the Prop =' ' od's"pl)gace and bless-
ings upon him, from his last sermon given on the Fare-
well Pilgrimage follows:

“Beware (or Woe unto you)! Listen! Do not revert back to
disbelief after | have gone— [that is by] some of you
killing others.”

Note the use of the phrase “beware”’ or “woe unto you”
that signifies a stern warning. The Prophet, God's peace
and blessings upon him, rarely used such phrases.
Furthermore, the scholars of Islam say that this hadith
indicates that some will excommunicate othersin order to
justify killing them. Is this not the excommunication and
killing that the Prophet, God's peace and blessings upon
him, forbade?

3. A statement of the Caliph ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, may
God be pleased with him, from his last sermon follows:

1 . &
l ot violence
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ask yol 5 ect on these enlighten-

' g =".| evaluate your positions, for
turningto t an persisting in falsehood.

We are not igno'r t of the injustices that exist, and we
earnestly call for them to cease; yet we believe that the
chances for justice are better when there is peace, not
war. Everywhere the widespread wars must stop, and the
mindless civil strife must halt so that we may gain life
and not lose both this world and the hereafter.

We ask God, Most High, to guide everyone. Amen.




P20 Rabi-ul-Thani 1436 /& 14364 4 H February 2015 Newsletter

ISLAM

HADITH B E)I i ze DU'AA

(sla.njﬂ\_\l.czm\ém&\\q}u)du
u\fu.u]\ u\.&.nil\ ;\:\S \:Jj';

Sl g

" Baa )y A A A Lplazd g
L_$ J\A.\J\ b\ 5
"Verily, Allah has recorded good and bad | "Allahumm-aslihli diniyalladhi huwa 'ismatu
deeds and He made them clear. Whoever amri, wa adlih li dunyaya-llati fiha maashi,
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do it, then Allah will record it as a complete magutgrg%tan I?nmiln I<IuII%Jsr|1arriﬁ!'r’ wayall-
good deed. If heintends to do it and does so,
then Allah the Exalted will record it as ten
good deeds up to seven hundred times as
much or even more. If he intends to do a bad
deed and does not do it, then Allah will record
for him one complete good deed. If he does it

then Allah will record for him a single bad
deed." Bukhari

(O Allah, make my religion easy for me by
virtue of which my affairs are protected, set
right for me my world where my life exists,
make good for me my Hereafter which is
my resort to which | have to return, and
make my life a chance to perform al types
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Candle Light Vigil QURAN

for Peshawar Victims

Guidance wwithout dowbit

21st December 2014; a Candle light vigil was
held in Hong Kong to commemorate the victims
of Army Public School, Peshawar, Pakistan
who lost their lives in a terrorist attack on
December 16.

The Candle light vigil was organized by the
Consulate General of Pakistan in Hong Kong. It
was held at the Statue Square Garden in
Central. Hundreds of local residents including
Pakistanis and people from diverse nationalities
gathered to pay homage to the victims and
condemn terrorism. A large number of children
also took part to express their solidarity with
their fellow school children.

The solemn ceremony commenced with the
recitation from the Holy Quran. Followed by a
minute of silence, The Consul-General of Paki-
stan in Hong Kong Ghufran Memon recalled
that the objective of the gathering was to
express solidarity with the victims and
aggrieved families. Pakistan stood united in its
resolve to defeat those who sought to under-
mine, distort and destroy the Islamic faith, the
way of life and social fabric.

Thevigil concluded with special prayersfor the
victims and their families.

Source:arynews.tv
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