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Eid-ul-Adha Celebrations

On 5 October 2014 thousands of Muslims in
Hong Kong celebrated Eid-ul-Adha, which
commemorates Prophet Ibrahim’s willingness to
sacrifice his son Ismail to Allah. This festival
also marks the end of the Hajj pilgrimage to
Mekkah.

As the festival fell on a Sunday, many people
were able to attend the Eid prayer and spent time
with their loved ones in this auspicious occa-
sion. Large crowds turned up in all five Masjids.
Four prayer sessions were organised in Masjid
Ammar, Wanchai with total over 2,600 peopleq
attended those four Eid prayers. Thousands of

Indonesian domestic helpers performed Eid

prayers in various public parks in Hong Kong,
Kowloon and also in the New Territories. The
Indonesian Consulate-General in Hong Kong
organised an Eid prayer at the Islamic Kasim
Tuet Islamic College. While in Shatin Central
Park, the Islamic Union of Hong Kong (IUHK)
assisted Pondok Fatimah, an Indonesian charita-
ble organisation with a focus on helping Indone-
sian Muslim sisters in Hong Kong, to make the
arrangement for the park to be used for prayer
service. The Shatin Central Park Eid prayer was
well attended by thousands of people. The
organisers had to make- arrangements for an
extra prayer. session in respopse to the over-
whelming attendance. W
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The Union, as in previous years,
organised free ‘Iftar’ meals to
fasting brothers and sisters in the
holy month of Ramadan.

The Iftar was held on the 5th
floor Islamic Centre Canteen at
Masjid Ammar & O.R. Sadick
Islamic Centre every evening
throughout the whole Ramadan.

The meals were prepared by
cooks of the Canteen and the
food were offered free by the
Canteen owner.

The Iftar meals consisted of
dates, fruits and fried snacks.
After Magrib prayers, a meal of
curry rice or non-curry item were
served. The distribution was
manned by The Union volun-
teers.

This year an average of 250
brothers and sisters attended the
iftar meals during weekdays and
an estimated 1,000 plus people in
the weekends.

The Union’s General Council
hosted an ‘Iftar’ dinner reception
for diplomats of Muslim countries
based in Hong Kong, leading SAR
government officials and leaders of
the local Muslim organisations on 2
July 2014. [ A —

Imam Uthman Yang said a dua to open fast with all guests.
Among the dignitaries attended the

reception were Mr. Luo Zhi-Yi,
Liaison Office of the Central
People’s Government in the Hong
Kong SAR, Hong Kong Commis-
sioner of Police, Mr. Andy Tsang
Wai Hung, the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Correctional Services, Mr.
Yau Chi-chiu, representatives from
the Immigration Department, and
various local Muslim organisations.

Mufti Imam Arshad (middle), Deputy Commissioner of
. Correctional Services, Mr. Yau Chi-chiu ( 2nd from left),
The annual event is to exXpress the  Assistant Commissioner of Correctional Services, Mr.

Union’s appreciation for the Lam Kwok-leung (2nd from right), Superintendent, Mr.

. David So (far right) and Principal Officer, Mr. Nesar
support and assistance from the ppmeq (far(leﬂ)_g ) P

government, Consulate of Muslim
countries and local Muslim organi-
sations.

From left: Liaison Office of the Central People’s Government in HKSAR, Ms Hai Yan Zheng, Hong Kong
Police Force Wan Chai District Commander, Mr. Simon Lee, Liaison Office of the Central People’s Govern-
ment in HKSAR, Mr Luo Zhi-Yi, Islamic Union Vice-Chairman, Haji Saeeduddin, Hong Kong Police Force
Commissioner of Police, Mr. Andy Tsang, Islamic Union Chairman, Bro. A.R. Suffiad, The Incorporated
Trustees of the Islamic Community Fund of Hong Kong, Chairman, Haji Qamar Zaman Minhas and Hon.
Secretary, Haji Mohamed Nizamuddin L.M. Maideen, Hong Kong Police Force Wan Chai Deputy District
Commander, Mr. Peter Leung.
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religious conflict. Both the Arabs and Jews are seeds of
Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham), and used to live in
harmony for many centuries in Palestine. The exile of
Jews in centuries ago was not caused by the Arabs,
however the establishment of the new Israeli country
destroyed the homes of millions of Palestinians and
they became refugees themselves. While certain West-
ern countries are talking about justice and human
rights, it is also necessary for them to deal with the
injustice and oppression inflicted upon the Palestinians
and to take the responsibility of being the initiator of
the conflict”.

At the second part of the lecture, a historical documen-
tary titled “Behind the hatred: the roots of conflicts”
was showcased. In the end, there was a Q&A session,
Professor Lin Chang-Kuan from National Chengchi University in Taiwan ~ and quite a few audiences raised questions and
expressed their opinions. The lecture came to an end in
On 22 August, 2014, a lecture titled “From Palestine  an animated and lively discussion. Almost 100 audi-
Problem to Modern Islamic Development: a discussion  ences from all walks of life attended the lecture.
on the relationship between politics and religion” was
held in the seminar room at Masjid Ammar & O.R.
Sadick Islamic Centre. It was organised jointly by the
Union’s Education Committee and the Chinese Univer-
sity of Hong Kong.

Professor Lin Chang-Kuan from National Chengchi
University in Taiwan gave audiences a historical
summary of the Palestinian —Israeli conflict through
the lecture.

Prof. Lin said: “ The conflict is neither a cultural nor
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Azan Calling Competition

The soothing tones and crystal clear
pronunciation was a powerful combi-
nation which allowed Bro. Ali Waqus
to win the first prize for the best orator
of the Azan in his age group.

Bro. Waqas won the adult group Azan
calling competition organised by the
Da’wah Committee of the Islamic
Union of Hong Kong (the Union) on
Sunday, 18 May 2014.

The competition, which was being
staged for the first time, was held in
the Seminar Room of Masjid Ammar
and Osman Ramju Sadick Islamic
Centre and attracted 30 participants.

The competition was divided into 3
groups. The first group was for those
under 11 years of age. The second
was for those under 18 years of age
while the third group was for adults.
Each contestant was given three

minutes to complete the calling of the
Azan after which a panel of judges
picked the winners.

The winner of the under 11 group was
Bro. Khan Shahab. The winner of the
under 18 group was Bro. Abu Bakar
while Bro. Ali Waqas was the winner
of the adult group.

Bro. A.R. Suffiad, Chairman of the
Union, presented prizes to the
winners and to the other participants.

Prior to the competition, the Commit-
tee organised a training course on
calling of the Azan for more than 30
brothers. Held over 8 Sundays from
16 March to 4 May 2014 the course
was conducted in the classroom of
Masjid Ammar and Osman Ramju
Sadick Islamic Centre by Hafiz
Rashid Nomani and Iman Sulaiman
Wang.

The judges for the Azan calling com-
petition were Qari M. Tayyad Qasmi,
Iman Sherzhan Khaliyev and Iman M.
Noorudin Yang.

Both the Azan training course and the
Azan calling competition were the
first of its kind organised by the
Union.

Winner of the under 11 group

Group picture for all the participants, and judges of the event
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One 24 August, 2014, The Islamic Union
of Hong Kong (the Union) held a religious
function in memory of its main benefactor
Haji Osman Ramju Sadick and for all
those who have returned to Allah (SWT),
where the Islamic definitions of “Death”,
“benevolence”, and “the pursuit of happi-
ness in this life and the hereafter” were
explained, and the importance of “per-
forming good deeds in time” was stressed.

After recitation of verses from the Holy
Quran by Imam Sulaiman Wang, Imam
Uthman Yang Xing Ben, Cheif Imam of
Masjid Ammar delivered a talk on “Fati-
hah”, he said: “The Fatihah for all those
who have returned to Allah (SWT)
reminds us that every human being will
die someday. Allah (STW) said ‘Every
soul will taste death. Then to us will you
be returned” (29:57) . The death is
inevitable. However, what you have done
in this life, small or big, good or bad, will
be judged by Allah (STW) when you
returned to Him.”

Imam Yang further addressed, death never
came at an expected moment. Nobody
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except Allah could determine or
predict their time to go, because
whatever happens is all Allah’s will.
Someone might say, I’m too busy to
do charity or prayers. But human
lives’ are transitory, and only if we
testify that there are no deities other
than Allah alone, listen to Allah’s
teachings, be a true Muslim, and
perform good deeds in time, we are
living our lives to the fullest and be
able to achieve happiness in both this
life and hereafter.

“Do not miss doing any good deed no
matter how insignificant it looks.
Picking up the rubbish if it were seen
on the street, is a good deed; Coming
to the mosque to do prayers, and
every step approaching the mosque is
a good deed; Always wearing a smile
on your face and loving people as
you love yourself, is a good deed.
What is more, all the good deeds that
you performed in this life, like those
done by our main benefactor Haji
Osman Ramju Sadick, will benefit
both your children and the general
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Fatihah for our Benefactors

public, and get the best rewards from
Allah(SWT) in the hereafter: to go to
paradise.” said Imam Yang.

The talk was followed by a recitation of
Surah Yasin by Hafiz Atig-ur-Rehman,
and Surah al Fatihah by Hafifz Rashid
Nomani. In the end, Imam Yang said a
Dua for Haji Osman Ramju Sadick and
for all those who have returned to Allah
(SWT).

Union’s

Organised jointly by the

Da’wah and Welfare Committees, the
function was held in the seminar room
on the 6th floor of Masjid Ammar and
Osman Ramju Sadick Islamic Centre
which attracted more than 130 partici-
pants.
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Brothers and sisters attending the function
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Pilgrimage Send-off Party

As in previous years, the Union
organises Hajj this year, and a send-
off party was organised on Sunday,
21 September 2014 for those broth-
ers and sisters in Hong Kong to
perform Hajj this year.

The Hajj group was led by Haji
Abdul Muhaemin Karim, the Union
Da’wah worker.

Haji Saeedumddin, the vice chair-
man of the union gave a talk on
“matters needing attention” during
their trip to the holdy city. Then he
presented souvenirs to intending
hajjis.

At the end of party, refreshments
were served.

Our’an recitation and translation by Imam
Sulaiman Wang

Haji Saeedumddin, the vice-chairman of [IUHK
presenting souvenirs to a intending Haji

The 56th Malaysian International
Quran Recitation and Memorisation
Competition was held recently. Organ-
ised by the government of Malaysia,
the competition was held from 16 to 21
June 2014 in Kuala Lumpur.

At the invitation of the Malaysian
Consulate in Hong Kong, the Islamic
Union of Hong Kong (the Union) sent
two representatives to take part in this
competition.

Bro. Mahmood Tayyib, 17 years of
age, participated in the Quran Recita-
tion Competition while Sis. Moham-

fation and Memorisation Competition

mad Hamsah Bibi aged 15, represented
the Union in the Quran Memorization
Competition. They are both students
of the Islamic Kasim Tuet Memorial
College. Their expenses were paid for
by the Malaysian government.

The participants at this competition
came from 77 countries. This year’s
competition which was held at the
World Trade Centre before a large
audience, was particularly significant
as it was the first time memorisation of
the Holy Quran had been included. The
competition was won by Malaysia.

Donation to Purchase Stationery

A violent attack was carried out
recently on the people of the
Muslim town of Aluthgama in
Southern Sri Lanka.

The attack claimed eight lives and
ruined more than 160 businesses.
Over 300 houses were burned to
the ground leaving about 10,000
people homeless — all Muslims.
Many non-government organisa-
tions (NGOs) in the country
responded to the attack by imme-
diately providing humanitarian
aid to the victims. The homeless
stayed with their relatives until
their homes have been rebuilt by
the government.

Apart from humanitarian aid,
there was an urgent need to
provide stationery for school
children facing the last term of
their 2014 academic year after the
Ramadan vacation. This will be

followed by the year end promotion
test.

The Centre for Islamic Studies an
NGO in Colombo, Sri Lanka, wrote
to the Islamic Union of Hong Kong
(the Union) requesting financial
assistance to purchase pens, school
bags, pencils, drawing books and
other forms of stationery for about
500 students. The Union responded
to the appeal by donating
HK$30,000 for this purpose.
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Celebrating Eid in Northern Thailand

This was not my first time celebrating Eid al-Fitr
with my spouse in Chiang Mai City, Northern
Thailand. All praise to Allah. In fact, it was
already our fourth or fifth time. Ever since the first
time, there was a mysterious drive which moti-
vated us to attend the Eid prayer with the local
Muslims in the Northern Thailand mosque.

Although there were no outdoor decorations and
lights, the Eid al-Fitr festival in Northern Thailand
was all merry and joy because the local Muslims
strongly believed in Allah’s teachings and strictly
complied with the rules in Ramadan. After the Eid
prayer, people congratulated each other and visited
each others’ home, regardless of poor or rich,
strangers or acquaintances. The doors of Muslim
families were always wide open for visitors. Once
the guests stepped in, they would be served with
delicious cuisines.

There are only two major festivals in Islam, so they
are too valuable to be neglected. In Northern Thai-
land, Eid al-Fitr celebration lasted for three days,
and was held in one district each day, which
enabled Muslims in each district to receive guests
in one day and to pay visits in other areas on the
other two days

The Eid al-Fitr festival fell on Monday this year,
which was one day earlier than Hong Kong. At 8
am, a crowd of Mushms already waited outside the
edayt aw) Mosque”. The most

e was seeing the signifi-

ifferent age groups -

by Halimah Ha

old, middle-age,and teenagers unlike the situation
in Hong Kong. It made me feel young again to
perform prayer with all these young people, which
might be the reason why I enjoyed being there.

During these three joyful days, I visited several
Muslim families, and tried all kinds of cuisines -
congee, vermicelli, noodles, rice, etc. in Thai,
Chinese, Indian and Pakistani styles, some of
which I do not even know their names. In addition,
cold and hot drinks and fruits were all provided
free because of Eid al-Fitr. This noble gesture was
done in accordance with a very important teaching
of Islam ----“sharing”. Regardless of poor or rich,
every Muslim took part in the sharing process, and
some of them even live in small spaces behind
their tiny shops or shacks were in narrow alleys.
Everyone understood the importance of gaining
the real happiness through sharing, so the whole
family worked hard to prepare delicious foods for
guests. | had learnt so much on “sharing” via this
trip, and would like to practice this “sharing spirit”
with more sisters and brothers in Hong Kong. 1
was highly impressed by the lifestyles of the
Northern Thai Muslims. May Allah reward them
tremendously. Ameen.

/A
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Charity Bazaar for Gaza

On 13 and 14 September, “Charity Bazaar for
Gaza” was held at the open patio on the 8th
floor in Masjid Ammar & O.R. Sadick Islamic
Center, which was organised by Islamic Union
of Hong Kong(The Union).

%
plums and grapes which were airlifted from Turkey
the day before. All products were sold in inexpen-
sive prices, which were highly welcomed by
customers.

Besides IUHK itself, it was exciting to have
ten more other organisations and individuals
selling a variety of products there. Those
taking part were Saturday&Sunday Halaqooh,
Pakistan Women Association of Hong Kong,
Shanum Henna Designs, Anatolia Cultural &
Dialogue Centre, Hong Kong Islamic Youth
Association , Helpers of Islam Group, Let
Pacific Food, Yunnan Muslim, HK Muslim
Women Association, Islamic Kasim Tuet
Memorial College etc., raised fund for the
people in Gaza. Products vary from cooked
food to houseware were avilable. It was worth
mentioning that the Turkish community in
Hong Kong donated 150 kg of fresh figs,

The event attracted hundreds of customers came to
show their supports for Gaza. In total, the event
raised $45,000. Besides the Charity Bazaar, The
Union so far received $530,000 donation from the
Muslim Community in Hong Kong and all the
money were given to the most needy people in Gaza
through Muslim Aid.
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On 26 July 2014 during the holy
month of Ramadan, Dawah Commit-
tee organised a group viewing of
“Celebrate Mercy webcast” at 6th
floor, Seminar Room, Masjid Ammar
& O.R. Sadick Islamic Centre.

Celebrate Mercy webcast 2014:
Hope after Hardship was an online
celebration of the Prophet (pbuh)'s
life, with a particular focus on the
blessed Hijrah: the Prophet Muham-
mad's migration from Mekkah to
Medina. After the early believers
endured 13 years of persecution in
Mecca, they are given hope of a way
out. The participants learnt about the
struggles of Prophet Muhammad

Celebrate Mercy
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(pbuh) and his companions, espe-
cially the Prophet's final year in
Mekkah. It was a lecture about amaz-
ing, life-changing stories of faith,
sacrifice and love.

CelebrateMercy, a non-profit organi-
sation, aims to instill a deeper under-
standing of the Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) and Islam, among Muslims
and friends of other faiths. It also
aims to dispel many stereotypes and
misconceptions about Islam. It was
the second year Dawah Committee
organised CelebrateMercy webcast
in the holy month of Ramadan at
Masjid Ammar.

Guangzhou two-day exchange visit

The Islamic Union of Hong Kong
recently sent two delegates to Guang-
zhou to attend a two-day exchange
visit organised by the Guangzhou
Islamic Association.

Together with delegates from various
Muslim organisations in Hong Kong,
the delegates attended a “KHUTBAH”
competition among Imams in the city.
Each Imam selected different topics
and based on their subject, presenta-
tion, voices and appearances, the panel
of judges chose the winning partici-

pant which was presented with a RMB
1,000 prize.

Meanwhile it was announced that for
the first time the Guangzhou Islamic
Association has trained four students
to be Imam in the city. Previously the
Imam in the city were recruited or sent
to the city from the Northern Province
and all of them could not speak
Cantonese. But with the new Hafiz, all
in their late 20’s can speak fluent
Cantonese which are beneficial to the
local Cantonese speaking Muslim

Promotion for
IU hockey team

The Islamic Union hockey team has been
promoted from 5th Division to 4th Division in
the 2014-2015 hockey season.

This is the second promotion for the hockey
team since it joined in the 6th Division two
years ago.

Under the Union’s Sports & Recreation Com-
mittee, the team players are mostly young-
sters taking part in the sport for the first time.
The Committee is always looking for young
boys wishing to take part in the sport activi-
ties.

In appreciation for their efforts, the team man-
agement organised and arranged a trip to
Penang, Malaysia to take part in the 18th
Penang Sports Club International Hockey
Fest 2014 in June. All expenses were covered
by the players themselves. The team played
one game in Kuala Lumpur and despite their
heavy scheduled, the team members visited
the Shah Alam Mosque or better known as the
“Blue Mosque” where they performed their
prayers and later given a guided tour to the
complex by the Masjid Management. The
team returned to Hong Kong the following
day, tired but happy.
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More Embrace Islam

Alhumdullilah! Another group of
brothers and sisters joined our ever
growing community of Muslims.

At a ceremony held on 10 August
2014 in the Seminar Room of
Masjid Ammar and Osman Ramju
Sadick Islamic Centre, 3 brothers
and 27 sisters recited the Kalimah
Shahadah in front of a large gather-
ing.

The converts came from four
different countries with 18 from the
Philippines, ten from China and
one each from Indonesia and India.

Organised by the Da’wah Commit-
tee of the Islamic Union of Hong
Kong (the Union) in conjunction
with the Helpers of Islam Group
and Halaqoh, the ceremony began
with recitation of verses from the
Holy Quran by Hafiz Rashid
Nomani. This was then followed
with a short talk on Islam by Bro.
Ishaq Ma.

Following Bro. Ishaq’s talk, Imam
Uthman Yang Xing Ben, Chief
Imam of Masjid Ammar, conducted
the ceremony by calling on those
from the Philippines to recite the
Declaration of Faith in English;
those from China in Cantonese;
that from Indonesia in Bahasa
Indonesia and that from India in
English.

Haji Kasim Ma Fung Wai, Chair-
man of the Union’s Da’wah Com-
mittee, presented souvenirs to the
converts. The souvenirs consisted
of one digital copy of the Holy
Book, one prayer mat, one tasbih,
prayer caps for men and scarfs for
women.

The digital Qurans were donated to
the Union by Haji Amin Ma Fung
Chi, a dedicated worker for Islam
who had 2,000 copies made in

Shenzhen in four languages -
Arabic, English, Chinese and
Bahasa Indonesia — at a cost of
more than $300,000 for distribution
to Masjids in China, Taiwan, Singa-
pore and Hong Kong. The Union is
most grateful for his donation.

In his address to the gathering, Bro.
Ishaq spoke about the meaning of
Islam and Muslim. “Islam” he said
“is an Arabic word which means
submission to the will of Allah.
Islam teaches us that in order to
achieve true peace of mind and
purity of heart, one must submit to
Allah and live according to His
Divine Law”.

“Anyone, regardless of race,
nationality or ethnic background
who submits to the will of Allah
and live in accordance with His
message is a Muslim.” he contin-
ued.

Bro. Ishaq also spoke about the five
pillars of Islam - Kalimah Shaha-
dah; Prayers; Zakat; Hajj and
Fasting.

Bro. Ishaq was born in Myanmar -
formerly known as Burma. He
studied for four years in Damascus,
Syria, graduating from the Univer-
sity Language Centre in 2003. He
was at one time Imam of Taipei
Cultural Mosque in Taipei, Taiwan.

After presentation of the souvenirs,
Imam Sulaiman Wang said a Dua.
Light refreshments were then
served to the more than 150 partici-
pants.

Of the 30 converts, 14 were
students of Hajia Madeenah M.
Molina who conducts classes on
Islam at the Haji Osman Ramju
Sadick Islamic Centre on Sundays
for those interested in the Faith.
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Imam Uthman Yang Xing Ben conducted the ceremony by
calling on those from the Philippines to recite the Declarati-
on of Faith in English

I ’a — "
Haji Kasim Ma Fung Wai presenting souvenirs to the
converts.
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Kimse Yok Mu visited IUHK

General Secretary of Kimse Yok Mu in Turkey, Bro.
Savas Metin and Vice President Bro. Huseyin
Fazlioglu together with the representatives of
Anatolia Cultural and Dialogue Centre made a cour-
tesy call to Bro. A.R. Suffiad, Chairman of the
Islamic Union of Hong Kong and the Council Mem-
bers on 30 August 2014.

provides humanitarian relief in over 110 countries.
Their focuses are upon providing aid to those who
are most in need at their most dire moments and
maintain a commitment to leaving a lasting impact
upon those they assist.

During the meeting, the Union and Kimse Yok Mu
extensively exchanged their experience in humani-
tarian aid works in overseas. Bro. Huseyin hoped
that their organisation could work closely with the
Union on projects in China. He praised the role of
the Union in the charitable field not only in Hong
Kong but around the globe and in China.

Kimse Yok Mu were established in 2002, is a
humanitarian aid organisation based in Turkey with
40 branches throughout the country which also

Kimse Yok Mu led by Bro. Savas Metin (fourth from the left)
and Bro. Huseyin Fazlioglu (second from the left) together with
the representatives of Anatolia Cultural and Dialogue Centre

Maulvi Cheung Education Fund

Maulvi Cheung was appointed

Alhumdullilah!  The Islamic Imam of Shelley Street Mosque

Union of Hong Kong (the Union)
has received a generous donation
of $600,000 for the purpose of
setting up a education fund in
memory of the late Chief Imam
of Hong Kong, Imam Ahmed
Cheung Kwong Yee. to provide
education to deserving students.

The money is from the family of

the late Maulvi Ahmed Cheung
and is to be used to set up the
Haji Maulvi Ahmed Cheung
Kwong Yee Scholarship Fund.
The family has agreed to top the
fund to $1 million later.

The longest serving Imam in the
history of the Muslim commu-
nity in Hong Kong, Maulvi
Cheung was born in Hong Kong
on 16 October 1911. He left the
territory at the age of seven to

study at the Guangzhou Islamic
Primary School. His father and
grandfather were Imams in Guang-
zhou. At the age of 15, Ahmed
Cheung made up his mind to be an
Imam also.

(Jamia Masjid) in 1949. He retired
in 1 April 2000, after serving for
52 years.

Having served the Muslim com-
munity for almost 90 years
Maulvi Cheung returned to the
Almighty on 23 March 2013 at the
age of 102.

The donation will be used to
purchase equities in “blue chip”
companies. The equities are not
to be sold. The income will be
used to provide scholarship to
deserving students regardless of
race or religion but with priority
to be given to Muslims.

Maulvi Cheung’s family has
expressed their hearty apprecia-
tion to the Union for their man-
agement of the scholarship fund
for years to come.
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World Religion Day 2014 “A Sustainable Way of Living”

On 17 September, 2014, World Religion
Day 2014 “A Sustainable Way of Living”
event was held before a large audience in
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
(CUHK). Imam Uthman Yang Xing Ben
from the Islamic Union of Hong Kong,
along with other representatives from
various religious communities in Hong
Kong attended the event and shared their
insights and concerns on the world envi-
ronment problems from their religious
perspectives.

The event was opened with a series of
performances from different religious
communities. Among them, Islamic
Kasim Tuet Memorial College led by
Da’wah Chairman Haji Kasim Ma Fung
Wai performed “Zain Bahikha’s Muslim
School Anthem” which won thunderous
applause.

The performances were followed by a

Representive from CUHK presenting souvenir to Imam
Yang

short film on the subject of “ Resource
abuse and unbounded pollution - the
immediate causes of environmental
crisis.” Resources on earth have been
exploited by human beings and people
are ruining the environment as costs for
rapid economic development. In the
meantime, lots of consumptions are
unnecessary. For example, Americans

constitute 5% of the world's popula-
tion but consume 24% of the world's
energy. On average, one American
consumes as much energy as 370
Ethiopians.

Imam Yang said: “ In Islam, the
Qur’an tells us that Allah is the Crea-
tor of the worlds. Human beings are
His trustees or ‘viceregents’ - we are
told to look after the world for Allah
and for the future generations. We are
responsible for protecting the earth
and living a sustainable life, by only
consuming what we need”.

Audiences were encouraged to
continue the discussion regarding this
issue after the event. The event was
one of the activities organised by the
Department of Cultural and Religious
Studies, CUHK for their 10 year anni-
versary.
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196 Palestinian children
imprisoned by Israeli military in April

A total of 196 Palestinian children
were imprisoned and prosecuted in
the Israeli military court system at
the end of April, according to rights
group Defence of  Childern
International-Palestine(DCI-
Palestine), marking a decrease of 3
percent from March.

27 children between the ages of 14
and 15 were detained, and increase
of 13 percent from March. There
were no under 14 year olds
detained.

DCI-Palestine notes that each year
approximately 500-700 Palestinian
children, some as young as 12 years,
are detained and prosecuted in the
Israeli military court system.

The most common charge is for
throwing stones. Currently, 100
Palestinian child prisoners are
detained inside Israel in violation of
Article 76 of the Fourth Geneva
Convention.

A damning report released in May
has revealed a rising numbers of
Palestinian children are being
subjected to solitary confinement
for interrogation purposes in Israeli
detention centres.

The report by Defense for children
International (DCI) came just
months after Israel’s army, under
international pressure to introduce
reforms, agreed to test alternative
treatment for children it detains in

the West Bank. _
he Muslim News

Israeli soldiers guard Palestinian children. Israeli soldiers stand guard over Palestinian children

arrested in the West Bank city of Hebron.
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“Alla-humma innee thalamtu
nafsee thulman kathee-ra, wala
yaghfiru thunouba ila anta, fagh-
firlee maghfiratan min 'indik,
warr hamnee innaka antal
Ghafoor-ur Raheem.”

“O Allah! I have wronged myself
very much, and none can forgive
sins, except You only. Grant me
forgiveness, and have mercy
upon me; indeed You are the
Most Forgiving, Ever Merciful.”
Bukhari
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remain silent.” Bukhari

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:
“Whoever believes in Allah and the
Last Day, let him not harm his neigh-
bor. Whoever believes in Allah and
the Last Day, let him honor his guest.
Whoever believes in Allah and the
Last Day, let him speak goodness or
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Sri Lanka

Buddhists kill Muslims
in Sri Lanka

At least three Muslims were killed and 75
seriously injured in violence that erupted on 15
June, when the Buddhists attacked Muslims in
southern Sri Lankan Costal towns.

The clashes erupted in Aluthgama and Beru-
wela, two Muslim-majority towns on the
Sinhalese-dominated southern coast, during a
protest march Bodu Bala Sena(BBS), com-
monly known as the “Buddhist power force”.
This latest incident, during which the BBS
looted and burnt down up to 50 Muslim homes,
is part of an increasing pattern of violence
against Muslim in Sri Lanka, since 2012.

Though Sri Lankan Police have rejected accu-
sations of collusion with the BBS organization,
members of the organization involved in previ-
ous attacks have yet to be charged.

President of the Bar Association of Sri Lanka,
Upul Jayasuriya, has also accused the law
enforcement authorities of failing to protect
Muslims against these extremist attacks.

Source: The Muslim News
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A Sri Lankan Muslims surveys the damage to a charred
Muslim-owned home.
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“And the servants of the Most Merciful are those
who walk upon the earth easily, and when the
ignorant address them, they say, "Peace". And
who spend the night before their Lord, prostrate
and standing. And they are those who say: “O our
Lord! Turn away from us the punishment of hell,
surely the punishment thereof is ever lasting.
Indeed, it is evil as a settlement and residence".
Those who, when they spend, are not extravagant
and not niggardly, but hold a just (balance)
between those (extremes).” Qur’an 25:63-67
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Rio de Janeiro

Muslim Soccer Players Observed Fast during World Cup Matches

Manchester United’s Marouane Fellaini,
Fulham’s Moussa Dembele and Newcas-
tle United’s player Cheick Tiot¢ were
amongst the Premier League players who
observed fast during the recent World
Cup, for the first time since 1986.

Ramadan commenced on June 28, the first
day of the second round matches. Fasting
lasted for 11 hours of daylight in Rio de
Janeiro, compared to 17-18 hours in the
UK.

The practice of fasting, intended to teach
Muslims self-discipline, self-restraint and
generosity, consists of individuals refrain-
ing from all food and drink, from dawn
until dusk. Liverpool’s Kolo Toure
described the positive affect of fasting in

one of his interviews last year: “You
clean your body and you feel even
stronger after Ramadan. I think it’s amaz-

2

ing.

He continued, “You definitely need disci-
pline. For me, the first five days are diffi-
cult but after that, the body just starts to
adapt and you feel really happy.”

Addressing the practical difficulties of
performing well whilst fasting, he
acknowledged the support he receives
both from management and fellow play-
ers: “With the doctor and all the people in
the club, we try to work on that. They give
me things that I can take to help me feel
better.”

Source: The Muslim News

| Football players who confirmed
they will be fasting during the
‘World Cup:

BELGIUM

| b
W Moussa Dembele,
R Marouane Fellaini.

BOSNIA
Edin Dzeko

| " FRANCE
@ Karim Benzema

| Mamadou Sakho

| Bacary Sagna

‘ Moussa Sissoko

GERMANY

&R Mesut Ozil
| Sami Khedira.

@5 IVORY COAST
;".j Kolo Toure
| Yaya Toure
Cheick Tioté
‘ Gervinho Yao Kouassi

O  SWITZERLAND
|G Xherdan Shaqiri
|

Hong Kong

About 500 people took to the streets of Hong Kong to
protest against Israeli raids on Gaza and to call for an imme-
diate ceasefire. They staged a peaceful protest outside the
US consulate in Central before marching to the Israeli
embassy in Admiralty. The protesters, including children,
were from a number of communities, including Chinese,
Palestinian, Indian and Indonesian. They carried banners,

Record Turnout for Gaza Protest

some of which read “Stop the massacre in Gaza”.
Organiser Jack Muir said the turnout was much
higher than the 50 to 100 people he had estimated.
“It [500 protesters] was a big shock to us and a big
shock to the police,” Muir said. “It shows the aware-
ness of people in Hong Kong is growing.”

Source: SCMP
Photos:http://hongwrong.com/
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Gaza

Open education. Palestinian students are seen through a damaged wall at a government school in the

i d of Gaza City on the first day of the new school year. Half a million children in
Gaza had to start classes three weeks late as a result of the devastating 50-day war between Israel and
Hamas that ended late last month. More than 2,000 Gazans were killed, including about 500 children.
Sixty-six Israeli soldiers and six Israeli civilians died in the conflict. Photo: AFP

Palestinaian
Students
Attending
Classes

In
Damaged
Schools

Source: SCMP

Hong Kong

Hong Kong’s first Islamic bond issue raises $1.26b

Hong Kong has raised US$1 billion
($1.26 billion) in its debut Islamic
bond issue, the city’s latest move to
broaden its markets amid increased
competition from rival financial
centres.

Its sukuk (Arabic for bond) issue
attracted almost US$5 billion in
orders, with nearly half the available
debt sold to Asia-based investors
while a third went to Middle Eastern
funds.

By pricing the five-year sukuk at just
23 basis points over US Treasuries,
Hong Kong also achieved the lowest
spread for a US dollar bond in Asia
excluding Japan.

Hong Kong’s Islamic bond issue
marks the world’s first US-dollar-
denominated sukuk by an AAA-rated
government. As the Hong Kong
government typically runs a large
annual surplus, the capital raised is not
required for funding purposes. How-

ever, authorities in the territory are keen
to tap into the opportunities in the
Islamic bond market in Asia, which has
centred largely on Malaysia.

“Hong Kong has seen an opportunity to
step in and fill a gap in the market,” said
Mr Karby Leggett, head of capital
markets for Greater China and north-
east Asia at Standard Chartered. “With
this issue, they’ve... proved that this
market works.”

Syariah-compliant bonds — which
involve debt structured so as to offer a
return without technically paying inter-
est — are a fast-growing area in global
markets.

In the first half of the year, US$66
billion was raised through sukuks, said
the International Islamic Finance
Centre, putting issuance on track for a
record year.

The United Kingdom became the first
Western country to issue a sukuk earlier

this year, while South Africa and
Luxembourg are both poised to
follow suit. Goldman Sachs has also
revived its own sukuk plans, which
would make it only the second
global bank to issue Islamic-
compliant debt.

Mr John Tsang, Hong Kong’s finan-
cial secretary, said the successful
sukuk sale was proof that the city
was now a ‘“viable option” for
Islamic law-compliant fund raising.

“I hope that the sukuk issuance will
catalyse the further growth of the
sukuk market in Hong Kong by
encouraging more issuers and inves-
tors to participate in our market,”
Mr Tsang said.

Hong Kong has been looking at a
range of steps to improve the com-
petitiveness of its markets and
attract business from elsewhere in
the region.

Source: The Financial Times
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Eid al-Al-Qurban (the feast of sacrifice)

Allah (SWT) said:“ But
recite unto them with truth
the tale of two sons of
Adam, how they offered
each sacrifice, and it was
accepted from the one of
them and it was not
accepted from the other.
(The one) said: I will sure
kill you. (The other)
answered: Allah accepts
only from those who ward
off (evil).” (Al-Maidah:27).

The above verse tells us that
the first historical idea of
Qurban (sacrifice) started
from the days of the
children of Adam: Qabil
and Habil. The latter offered

a sacrifice of animal to
Allah. He offered the best of
what he had and Allah
accepted it from him. Qabil
offered the worst, and Allah
did not accept his sacrifice.

The second  historical
incidence of sacrifice is the
story of Prophet Ibrahim
and his son, Ismail. Ibrahim
saw a vision for three times
to sacrifice Ismail, his only
son. He tried to execute the
vision with the approval of
his son near Makkah. At the
time of execution, Allah
substituted his sacrifice
with a lamb and saved his
son (Al-Saffat:101-107).

Muslims all over the world
are asked to sacrifice
animals in the name of
Allah and for His love.
Muslims, during the
pilgrimage feast and if they
can afford it, are to sacrifice
an animal. They are to
distribute its meat among
themselves, their relatives,
their friends, and to those
who are needy.

There is consensus among
scholars that a sacrifice
must be of one of the
animals, and that the best of
these are camel, then cow,
then sheep and so on, for a
camel is more beneficial for
the poor because of its great
size, and similarly a cow is
more useful than a sheep.

One may sacrifice any
animal one chooses. The
Prophet Muhammad (SAW)
offered a hundred camels.
The minimum number of
animals a person is
obligated to sacrifice is one
sheep, or one-seventh
portion of a camel or a cow.
Jabir said:*“ We performed
hajj with the Prophet and
we slaughtered a camel for
seven persons, and a cow
for seven persons.”
(Ahmad and Muslim)

Sacrifice is not just limited
only in a slaughtering an
animal. But, there are many
types and varieties of sacri-
fices, some of which are the
following: time, effort,

money, wealth, property,
knowledge and life.

While sacrificing, a person
should do it with the expec-
tation that Allah is to reward
him in this world and in the
hereafter.

When we are talking about
sacrifice, it should be noted
that we are in need of time
and we share it with others.
We are in need of our
money and we give away
part of it to those who are
more in need than us. We
are in need of our wealth
and property and we share
them with those who are
less fortunate. We love
ourselves, but we should be
ready to sacrifice our life
for the love of Allah; and we
love our family, and we
should be ready to sacrifice
our loving children for
Allah by defending the
religion, land, property and
family. Wallahu A’lam.

EID-UL-ADHA-AL-MUBARAK
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Europe

Muslims condemn violence committed in name of their religion

In tweets, in street gatherings and in open letters, moder-
ate Muslims around the world are insisting that Islamic
State extremists don't speak for their religion. Many are
also frustrated that anyone might think they do, and a
backlash has already begun.

Last week's videotaped beheading of a French mountain-
eer by militants linked to the Islamic State group
prompted heartsick fury among Muslims in France and
elsewhere in Europe, torn between anger at the atrocities
committed in the name of Islam and frustration that they
have to defend themselves at all.

Herve Gourdel was the fifth Western hostage decapitated
in recent weeks by Islamic extremists - this time, the
militants said, as revenge for France's decision to join air
strikes against the Islamic State group.

The head of France's largest mosque called for Muslims
to rally on Friday in Paris to condemn Gourdel's slaying
and show unity against terrorism, saying Islamic State's
"deadly ideology" had nothing to do with Islam. Within
hours, the rector of the Bordeaux mosque, Tareq Oubrou,
had said French Muslims need not demonstrate in the
name of Islam but should be joined by everyone.

"They are doubly affected, because this crime touched
one of our countrymen and because this crime was
carried out in the name of our religion," Oubrou told RTL
radio.

The same debate played out elsewhere. The hashtag
campaign notinmyname - or pasenmonnom in French -
initiated by British Muslims who wanted to show their
opposition to extremist violence, spawned a MuslimA-
pologies backlash by those who thought the regret was
overwrought. Tweets "apologised" for algebra, soap and
coffee.

"Nowhere does the Koran say other religions or nations
must be attacked. Cutting people's heads off is really the
most despicable. If air strikes can stop these fundamental-
ist, aggressive ideas from spreading, I am all for it," said
Enes Mustafic, 65.

An online poll posted by France's Le Figaro newspaper,
asking whether people thought the country's Muslim
community had sufficiently denounced Gourdel's death,

drew an infuriated response.

Rachida Dati, the mayor of Paris' seventh arrondissement
and the daughter of Algerian immigrants, called for an
end to the "confounding of Islam and fundamentalism, as
the French political class has done for too long". The
paper on Friday apologised for what it called a "clumsy"
question.

Dawud Walid, director of the Michigan chapter of the
Council on American-Islamic Relations, said headlines
about Islamic State were often frustrating in his work.
Walid said he had been speaking out against excessive
force by police after the fatal shooting of a young black
man in Ferguson, in the state of Missouri.

"I received calls and emails from fellow Americans who
say, 'Why are you worried about what's going in Fergu-
son? Stop Isis.' That is ridiculous," said Walid, a black
Muslim.

Still, the banner at Friday's gathering in Paris honouring
Gourdel was emblazoned with "Not in My Name".

"We all gathered today ... to tell people, you want to
convert, that's very good, but do it for your faith, because
you want to convert and because you appreciate this
religion. Don't do it to go fight, to go kill people because
it is not what Islam says," said Nadir M'Sallaoui, a Paris-
ian.

Source: SCMP

Muslims in Paris pay tribute to Herve Gourdel. Photo: Reuters
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A Pakistani lady “110"years old finally got a chance
this year to go Hajj after multiple unsuccessful
attempts. She was accompanied by her 85 years

old daughter.
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