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Please show due respect for this publication
as it contains excerpts from the Holy Qur’an.

Two overseas Islamic speakers were invited to
the Masjid Ammar & O.R. Sadick Islamic
Centre by the Islamic Union of Hong Kong to
give a series of lectures. They were Dr. Jamal
Badawi, a well-known Islamic scholar from
Canada and Sis. Kristiane Backer, a famous
European TV presenter from Germany. Three
lectures in different topics were delivered, which
attracted hundreds of brothers and sisters.

Details on Page 2 and Page 3.
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Dr. Jamal Badawi Sis. Kristiane Backer
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Dr. Jamal Badawi

in Hong Kong

Left: Dr. Jamal Badawi delivering lecture; Right: Bro. A.R. Suffiad, Chairman of the Union presenting souvenir to Dr. Badawi

The Union organised two lectures for
Dr. Jamal Badawi during his visit to
Hong Kong in January 2014. The two
lectures were delivered in 6/F, Semi-
nar Room, Masjid Ammar and O.R.
Sadick Islamic Center.

Dr. Badawi delivered an informative
lecture on “Da’wah Methods” on
11/1/2014. He emphasised that
Da’wah means invitation and thus
Muslims should invite non-Muslims
to Islam in a peaceful and wise way.
He indicated that Muslims invite
people to believe in Allah (SWT) and
they do not invite them for any
worldly gains.

“Da’wah is an obligation upon Mus-
lims” Dr. Badawi said. He quoted the
Holy Qur’an: “Say, ‘This is my way; 1
invite to Allah with insight, I and
those who follow me. And exalted is
Allah; and I am not of those who
associate others with Him.’” 12:108

On 12/1/2014, Dr. Jamal Badawi also
delivered a lecture on “Status of
Woman in Islam”. He emphasised that

the Holy Qur’an and the Sunnah of
the Prophet (PBUH) made it clear that
there is no difference between man
and woman concerning their spiritual
relation with Allah (SWT).

He quoted many verses from the Holy
Qur’an including the following verse:
“Whoever  does  righteousness,
whether male or female, while he is a
believer - We will surely cause him to
live a good life, and we will surely
give them their reward according to
the best of what they used to do.”
16:97

Dr. Badawi also said that woman,
according to the Holy Qur’an, is not
blamed for Adam's first mistake. Both
were jointly wrong in their disobedi-
ence to Allah (SWT), both repented,
and both were forgiven. In one verse
in fact, Adam specifically, was
blamed. “Then they both ate of it, so
their evil inclinations became mani-
fest to them, and they both began to
cover themselves with leaves of the
garden, and Adam disobeyed his
Lord, and erred. Then his Lord chose

him and turned to him in forgiveness
and guided [him].” 20:121,122

Dr. Badawi also said that it is very
important to be good to one’s mother.
He mentioned a Hadith when a man
came to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
asking: “O Messenger of Allah, who
among the people is the most worthy
of my good company?” The Prophet
(PBUH) said: “Your mother.” The
man said: “Who else?” The Prophet
(PBUH) said: “Your mother.” The
man asked: “Then who else?” The
Prophet (PBUH) said: “Your mother.”
The man asked: “Then who else?”
The Prophet (PBUH) said: “Your
father.” Bukhari

Over 100 brothers and sisters have
attended ecach of the two lectures.
Many questions were asked especially
during the lecture on “Status of
Woman in Islam”. Dr. Badawi, who is
a renowned Muslim scholar and
expert in the field of Islamic studies,
answered all the questions to the satis-
faction of the audience.
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An Evening with Kristiane Backer

“From MTYV to Mecca”

Sis. Kristiane and Bro. Suffiad

The Union organised “Kristiane Backer From MTV to
Mecca” at the 6/F Seminar Room on 14 January 2014.
Kristiane was invited by The University of Hong Kong
to come to Hong Kong for a conference and she took
an evening out from her short stay here to share her
spiritual journey to Islam with over 100 Muslims in
Hong Kong.

Kristiane is a TV presenter, journalist and voice over
artist based in London with a pan-European career. At
the age of 24 Kristiane became one of the leading
presenters on MTV Europe, where she interviewed
most of the major artists and musicians of her time.
While she was having a very successful and glamorous

Sis. Kristiane diaplaying the souvenir
presented to her by the Union

career in the entertainment
world, she felt her soul was
missing. In 1992 Backer met
former Pakistani cricketer Imran Khan in London. He
gave her books on Islam and invited her to travel with
him through Pakistan. Those trips opened a new
dimension in her life, an awareness of spirituality. She
converted to Islam in 1995. But soon after the disclo-
sure of her Muslim identity, her career was facing
different kind of threats.

During the talk, Kristiane encouraged the audiences to
be positive when facing challenges and stays close to
Allah. She quoted from Hadith Qudsi “Allah (SWT)
says: “Take one step towards me, I will take ten steps
towards you. Walk towards me, I will run towards
you.” The faith journey shared by Kristiane offered a
clear message: Peace can only be obtained through
complete submission to Allah.

Kiristiane’s talk was followed by her book signing and
questions and answers session. All the available copies
were sold out within 15 minutes. The event received
overwhelmingly positive feedback from the audi-
ences. A copy of her book is available at the 6/F Haji
Imam Mohamed Yaqub Ma Tat Ng Library for reading
and borrowing.

Sis. Kristiane signing hefg@lliohrabi¥nier new book for the éWc ]
¥
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Scholarship Award Presentation

Haji Kasim Ma presenting the scholarship to Sis. Hira Khan

The Education Committee of the Union recently held its
annual Scholarship Award and Education Assistance
Presentation Ceremony.

The number of applicants for this year’s Scholarship
Award and Education Assistance was 84. Nineteen
received the Education Assistance from the Union,
while other 42 got the Scholarship Award.

Dr. Abdullah Siu giving a talk

Haji Kasim Ma, the Chairman of the Union’s Education
Committee and Sis. Zareenah Ho, Principal of the
Islamic Kasim Tuet Memorial College, presented the
awards to the successful students. A short talk was
delivered by Dr. Abdullah Siu.

The Scholarship Funds which are managed by the _ ) .
K .. . Sis. Zareenah Ho presenting the scholarship

Union were from Haji M.Y. Adal, Mdm. Yeung Lai to the successful student

Kwan and Karrim’s Education Fund.
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Observance of the Birthday of
Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H.)

Left: Muslim brothers attending the Maulood function; Right: Haji Muhaemin reciting verses from the
Holy Qur’an

On 12 Rabi-ul-Awal 1435 Hijri, a
Maulood function was organised by
Da’wah Committee of the Union to
observe the birthday of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH).

The function began after Magrib

Prayer with Haji Abdul Karim
Muhaemin’s recitation from the Holy
Qur’an, which was followed by Mau-
lood. A short talk was given by Hafiz
Atig-ur-Rahman and Imam Uthman
Yang in Urdu and in Cantonese
respectively.

CSD holds
first ‘thank-you day’
for the NGOs
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Correctional ~ Services Department
(CSD) held a ‘thank-you day’ for the
first time on 6 December 2013 to let
persons in custody express their grati-
tude to volunteers of the non-
governmental organisations (NGOs)
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Left: Representatives from the NGOs; Right: Mr. SIN Yat-kin, Commissioner for CSD and Imam Uthman
Yang

which have been co-operating with the
department over the years. Imam
Uthman Yang, represented the Union
and the Incorporated Trustees,
attended the event.

Forthcoming
Events

Maulood Class

CLASS

® 2 March 2014 - 20 April 2014
(Every Sunday)

® 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

® 4/F Classroom, Masjid Ammar
and Osman Ramju Sadick Islamic
Centre

Azan Training
Course

® 16 March 2014 - 4 May 2014
(Every Sunday)

® 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

® 4/F Classroom, Masjid Ammar
and Osman Ramju Sadick Islamic
Centre

Charity Sale

ARABEE NN R
Charity Sale
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® 5,6,12,13 April (Consecutive 2
weekends)

® 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

@ 8/F Open Patio, Masjid Ammar &
O.R. Sadick Islamic Centre

® There will be a variety of items to
purchase such as shoes, electrical
appliances, handset accessories
and household goodies and more.

@ A portion of the proceeds are to
benefit the Union.

® Special thanks to BIE (&)
ARAF.
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An Amazing Outing

Inspiration LaRe Picnic

N N I I I (N NN I AN N N I O N N W
T v - S o= ; k] - "

On a beautiful and sunny Saturday morning,
nearly 130 brothers and sisters embarked on a
trip to the Inspiration Lake Recreation Centre in
Tung Chung, Lantau Island, near Disneyland.

Organised by the Sports and Recreation Com-
mittee of the Union, the group left the Osman
Ramju Sadick Islamic Centre on board two
coaches in the morning. On arrival, the group
settled in a big grass lawn where lunch was
served by volunteers. The menu consist of
minced beef lasagna, garlic bread, mashed pota-
toes, roast chicken, minced beef curry, white
rice, biryani, broccoli and fruits.

Players enjoying the race

After lunch, the group,
young and old, brothers and
sisters, joined together for Zuhur prayer led by
Imam Sulaiman Wang. The prayer session was
watched by hundreds of curious on lookers who
were playing in the park.

Special games were arranged for the youngsters
and they all enjoyed every moment of it. The
response for the outing was so popular that a
number of brothers and sisters made their own
way themselves to the park.

The group returned to Masjid Ammar in time
for Asr prayer.

S p

Q)

Brothers and sisters praying on the lawn
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Course on

‘Understanding Islam’ Completed

Left: Completion Ceremony; Right: Imam Uthman Yang giving lecture.

The Da’wah Committee of the Union
has recently organised a three-month
course on ‘Understanding Islam’.
More than 50 persons attended the
course which was held every Satur-
day in eight sessions.

The topics covered ‘the Existence of
the Creator’, ‘Prophet Muhammed

(PBUH) and other prophets’, ‘Qur’an
and Hadith’ , ‘Five Pillars of Islam’,
‘Muslim Rituals and festivals’ ,
‘Muslim Women’ , ‘Halal Food’ and
‘Resurrection’.

At the end of the course, each partici-
pant was presented with a Certificate
of Completion.

Visits to
Our Mosque

All are welcome!

There has been a marked increase of
people from different groups and insti-
tutions visiting Masjid Ammar & O.R.
Sadick Islamic Centre. Between Janu-
ary and March 2014, there have been

507 persons from seven different

organisations..

The organisations were from the Hong

Kong Christian Service, Chinese University of Hong Kong, Tsang Mui Millennium
School, The Hong Kong Institute of Education, Syracuse University etc.

DU'AA

of protection from Shirk

Arabic

Allahuma Inni Au’zu Bika An
Ashrika Bika Shay’an Wa Ana
A’lam Wa Astaghfiruka Lima
Laa A’lam

English

O Allah! I take refuge in you
lest I should commit shirk with
you knowingly and I seek your
forgiveness for what [ commit
unknowingly.

Chinese

FLEM L SRAT SRR A F
G RN ER AR, BATRAR
s AL AR AT AE I B
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Syria

Syrian children face harsh winter

In need of respite from their place of
refuge, Syrian refugees, especially
children, are facing the harshest winter
in 100 years and many are struggling to
survive.

A United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) report published on 10
March 2014, calls Syria one of the most
dangerous places in the world for
children, 5.5 million of whom have
been affected by the country’s three-
year war.

Atleast 10,000 children are estimated to
have been killed during the war in Syria,
a number the “Under Siege” report calls
the highest recorded in any of the
region’s recent conflicts. “For Syria’s

children, the past three years have been
the longest of their lives. Must they
endure another year of suffering?”
UNICEF Executive Director Anthony
Lake said in a press release.

An estimated 1.2 million Syrian
children are refugees in neighboring
countries, over 3 million are displaced
within the country and 323,000 are
living in areas that are difficult for relief
workers to access. The war has also
forced children to grow up fast: a
reported 1 in 10 refugee children is
working and 1 in 5 Syrian girls living in
Jordan are forced into marriage. An
estimated 2.8 million children are out of
school.

Source: The Muslim News & UNICEF

Website Page of Time

Central African Republic

ICC opens probe into ‘serious crimes’

International Criminal Court prosecu-
tor Fatou Bensouda said on 7 Febru-
ary that she has opened an initial
probe into "serious crimes" commit-
ted in the Central African Republic,
the scene of spiraling sectarian
violence.

The announcement came as thou-
sands of Muslims fled for their lives
from the capital on 7 February, with
Christian crowds cheering as truck-
loads of Muslim families made their
way out of Bangui.

The United Nation's refugee agency
said on 7 February, around 20,000
people have now fled to Cameroon to
escape communal bloodshed in the
country following a coup in March
last year that ousted long-time leader

A woman is cared for after she was injured
by a tear-gas canister fired by African Union
soldiers to disperse a crowd.

Francois Bozize.

7 February's convoy of 500 cars,
trucks and motorcycles was guarded
by heavily armed soldiers from Chad,
a  neighbouring  predominantly
Muslim country. The exodus comes
after two months of sectarian
violence in Bangui that has targeted

Muslims accused of collaborating
with the now-sidelined rebel govern-
ment.

Despite the presence of French and
African peacekeeping troops,
violence continues in the country and
has already forced about a quarter of
the population of 4.6 million from
their homes.

In recent weeks, angry mobs have set
fire to mosques and have brutally
killed and mutilated Muslims. On 5
February, one Muslim suspected of
having aided last year's rebellion was
attacked with knives, bricks and feet.
Soldiers then paraded his body
through the streets before it was
dismembered and set on fire.

Source: SCMP
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120 arrested after mosque
attack in Bulgaria

More than 120 people were
arrested in  Bulgaria  after
hundreds of people attacked a
mosque in the country’s second
city Plovdiv on February 14.

Over 2,000 nationalists and
football hooligans had gathered
outside a Plovdiv court as it
heard an appeal case dealing with
the return of an ancient mosque
in the central city of Karlovo,
taken over by the state more than
100 years ago, to Bulgaria’s
Grand Mufti.

“Firecrackers, torches and stones

Thailand

were thrown at the mosque. One
policeman was injured. Some
120 people were detained,” said a
spokesman for the police.

The Grand Mufti has launched
some 26 court cases to try to
restore Muslim ownership of 29
mosques and other property
across the Balkan state, prompt-
ing some public opposition in the
predominantly Orthodox Chris-
tian population.

Muslims make up about 13
percent of Bulgaria’s 7.3 million
people.

Source: The Muslim News

Fury as 1,300 Rohingya
refugees are sent back

Thailand has sent about 1,300
Rohingya refugees back to
Myanmar, a top official said,
dismaying rights campaigners
who warned that the minority
Muslims face persecution in the
former junta-ruled country.

Thousands of Rohingya,
described by the United Nations
as among the world's most perse-
cuted minorities, have fled sectar-
ian violence in western Myanmar
in rickety boats since 2012,
mostly heading for Malaysia.

Thai authorities began deporting
the Rohingya in September

through a border checkpoint in
the province of Ranong, national
immigration chief Lieutenant
General Pharnu Kerdlarpphon
said. "The whole deportation
process was completed in early
November," he added.

It was the first official news of the
deportation. It is unclear what
happened to them after they left.
Rights activists criticised the
move to return them to Myanmar,
where they face travel restric-
tions, forced labour and limited
access to health care and educa-
tion.

Source: SCMP

Hollywood film
on ‘Noah’ banned
in Arab countries

Some of the Middle Eastern
countries have banned the

Hollywood film ‘Noah’
following a Fatwa against
the film by Cairo’s
Al-Azhar, the  highest

authority of Sunni Islam and
a main centre of Islamic
education.

Poster of ‘Noah’

The official statement described the film contra-
dicts the teachings of Islam.

‘Al-Azhar renews its objection to any act depict-
ing the messengers and prophets of God and the
companions of the Prophet,” according to the
statement.

So far countries of Qatar, Bahrain and the United
Arab Emirates have officially confirmed the ban
of the film.

(The film due to release in Hong Kong in late
March.) The story is about Noorhu (Noor) that
built the ark that saved some members of his
family and may pairs of animals from a great
flood. An entire chapter in the Holy Quran is

devoted to him.
Source: Reuters

Ireland

Islam set to become
Ireland’s second religion

According to Census figures from Ireland’s
Central Statistics Office, Islam is projected to
become Ireland’s second religion within the next
30 years.

Islam is now Ireland’s fastest-growing religion
and, at its current rate of expansion, it is set to
become the second religion in the State after
Catholicism by 2043.

Source: The Muslim News
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QUR’AN

English Chinese

“Allah! There is no deity save Him, the Alive, . B

the Eternal. Neither slumber nor sleep over- j‘ HE, ‘Ig’%@%‘%é%@i%; Fifg;
takes Him. Unto Him belongs whatsoever is in AN, MRV HEEARE
the heavens and whatsoever is in the earth. R0, BEERRASRE SC i fth; Rt 44T
Who is he that intercedes with Him save by S AKABRIFERT,  HEREAE ] 2
His leave? He knows that which is in front of B NS ? At TE A R S, AN
them and that which is behind them, while MRS BRI R F4E, Al
they encompass nothing of His knowledge MABEE MM X Wb AR, fEE
save what He wills. His throne includes the KHh, RHFIHER:, ANEEdfhpifs. fih
heavens and the earth, and He is never weary MEEEEY, MEERN. 7 (5
of preserving them. He is the Most High, the 42y 2. 955)

Most Great.” (Qur’an 2:255)

Recommendation of Islamic Websites

Various Online Islamic Courses

The Islamic Online University (I0OU)

Making authentic [slamic knowledge
readily available to the world through
the Internet solely for God's pleasure
is a noble life-goal and a mission
well worth sacrificing all of one's
energies and means for.

Aminul Haque
aminul@iuhk.org

The Islamic Online University (IOU) is the brainchild of Dr. Bilal Philips,
Founder and Dean of the Islamic Online University. He envisioned an insti-
tution that would offer online intensive, undergraduate, and graduate
courses in Islamic Studies completely tuition-free.

Assalmu alakium,

Recently, I was searching on the inter-
net and I found a lot of online Islamic
courses. Some of these courses are
offered free of charge, and 1 would
like to recommend two of them.

The IOU was launched in 2007 from Qatar with an offering of completely
free diploma courses.

Some of the readers may have met Dr. Bilal Philips is no stranger to Hong
Kong Muslims as he was here on several occasions. For more information
visit his website http://www.islamiconlineuniversity.com/.
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HADITH
Arabic
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E-learning Islamic Studies [Online Classes]
at Al-Azhar University

Al-Azhar University in Egypt, one
of the oldest Islamic educational
universities in the world.

It has started weekly classes for Muslims aged 5 years and above. The
syllabus taught is accredited by Al-Azhar University in Egypt, one of the
oldest Islamic educational universities in the world. Subjects include:
Arabic Language, Islamic Studies (Aqeedah, Figh, Qur'an and Tajweed).
Class are conducted every Saturday.

For more information visit website http://islam.alazhar.eg/portal/.

Other than mentioned above there are many other courses such as Islamic
banking and insurance, offered by various organisations/institutes.

As a reminder, do not made any payment, unless you are fully understand
the content and trust of the organisations/institutes that are capable of
offering the courses .

Arabic

iy dule il o 4l Jguy JU6
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English

Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H) said:
"Seize five before five:

your youth before your old age,

your health before your sickness,

your wealth before your poverty,

your free time before your preoccupation
and your life before your death." Al-Nasa’i

Chinese
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Hijab Demonstration

The Da'wah Committee of the Union
recently organised a hijab demonstra-
tion event in which more than 50
people, both Muslims and non-
Muslims attended. The event started
with the recitation of the Holy Qur’an
by Hafiz. Rashid Nomani.

former IU
Da’wah
Worker,

Sis. Aida Wong,

gave a short talk on the meaning and
the importance for sisters wearing
hijab in their daily lives. She inter-
acted with the audience by asking the
audience about their thoughts on the
hijab. "Hijab is modesty." said one
participant. "Hijab is a form of obedi-
ence to Allah subhana wa ta'ala."
stated another sister.

The talk was followed by a hijab dem-

Sis. Aida Wong

Three sisters demonstrated to the
audience various styles of hijabs that
could be worn with both elegance and

onstration. style. "The hijab can be stylish, yet
still be able to cover the head and
bosom as required in the Qur’an and
Sunnah." said Sis. Asiyah Yeung, one

of the tutors.

Many participants were excited to
learn the new hijab ‘fashion’ that they
were considering applying in their
daily lives.

The programme ended with a dua by
Imam Uthman Yang Xin Ben.

Basic Sewing Class Completed

A group of 20 sisters from Halaqoh (Friday) recently completed
their 3-month basic sewing class training at Masjid Ammar and O.R.
Sadick Islamic Centre. They will soon embark on the intermediate
sewing class. After completion, the sisters will advance to the
‘Advance Course’. The sisters when they completed the advance
course, they can make different kinds of ladies clothing and can
work independently. The programme is supported and sponsored by
the Welfare Committee of the Union.

“The Islamic Union is always looking after the future of our sisters’
career especially when they return to their home country,” said Haji
A.D. Khan, Chairman of the Welfare Committee.

Due to different dates of their ‘off-days’, most domestic helpers set
up their Halaqoh group (study group) on different days to pursuit
their studies in various fields including computer class, sewing class,
English class and Qur’anic Class. These courses are also supported
by the Welfare Committee of the Union.

Sisters proudly display their certificate
after the presentation ceremony
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Listening to the Qur’an
leads to peaceful mind

Abdul Muhaemin Karim
a_muhaemin@yahoo.co.uk

Allah (swt) said:“So, when
the Qur’an is recited, listen
to it, and be silent that you

may receive  mercy.”
(Al-A’raf: 204)

The above verse tells us that
when the Qur’an is being
recited by anyone in
anywhere, particularly read
by an excellent reciter, we
have to be silent and listen
to it attentively.

Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) used to love listen-
ing to the Qur’an from
others and he also used to
move whenever he heard it.
He used to request some of
his companions to recite the
Qur’an to him. He often
asked Ibn Mas’ud (ra) to

recite Surah An-Nisa of the
Qur’an to him. Whenever
he listened, he wept till his

tears trickled down his
cheek and he said: “Enough
for now.”

Listening to recitation of the
Qur’an is the perfume of the
souls, the calmer of hearts,
and the food of the spirit. It
is one of the most important
psychological medicines. It
is a source of pleasure,
enhances the functioning of
the faculties, slows down
senile decay by driving out
its diseases, improves the
complexion, and refreshes
the entire body. Abu
Nu’aim states, in his Tib
an-Nabi, that the Prophet
(PBUH) said that the
benefits of listening to

recitation are increased
when it is understood.

Even if we do not under-
stand the meaning, reading
or listening to the Qur’an
gives benefit to us. For
example, can not a person
who has lost his sense of
taste benefit from the nutri-
tion he has eaten? Although
his tongue does not feel the
taste, the food he eats will
go to the necessary organs.
When a person, whose mind
does not understand the
meanings of the Qur’an,
sends it to his spirit’s stom-
ach; the attributes of his
spirit will take its meanings.
The Prophet (PBUH) said:*
Qur’an is a remedy for
illness of the mind.”

(Bukhari). Dr. Greenberg

said:“ The echo of sound
has a medical effect and is
now  widely utilized.”
According to Dr. Ahmed
Al-Kadi the recitation of or
listening to the Qur’an has
an effect on the body, the
heart and the mind. It is said
that the letter ALIF echoes
to the heart and the letter
YA’ to the pineal gland in
the brain. He conducted and
published the effect of
listening to Qur’anic recita-
tion on  psychological
parameters (the heart, blood
pressure, and  muscle
tension), and reported
improvement in all factors,
irrespective of whether the
listener was a Muslim or
non-Muslim, Arab or non-

Arab. Obviously, it can be
postulated that those who
understand and enjoy the
recitation with a belief in it
will get maximum benefits.

Try ourselves to read the
Qur’an or to listen to it. We
may listen to it from a qari’
directly or through YouTube
or other means. May Allah
(swt) shower His mercy
upon all of us.
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Was Islam

Nasser El-Morshity
ahmednasserhk@yahoo.com

pread

Say: The truth is from your

There is a myth widely circu-
lated in the Western world that
Islam was spread by force. This
myth was often repeated during
the Dark Ages and some people
still repeat it today. Unfortu-
nately they do not ask them-
selves: how could Muslims force
others to adopt their religion when the
Holy Qur’an states clearly: “Let there
be no compulsion in religion: Truth
stands clear from error.” Qur’an
2:256

Another verse in the Holy Qur’an
emphasized the same meaning and
made it clear that the freedom of belief
is a fundamental principle in Islam:
“Say: The truth is from your Lord; so
let whosoever wills, believe and let
whosoever wills, disbelieve.” Qur’an
18:29

Moreover, Prophet =~ Muhammad
(PBUH) was one man who called on
his people to believe in Islam and
many people believed him and
accepted Islam in Mecca. It is unreal-
istic to think that the Prophet (PBUH)
forced them to believe in Islam. It is a
fact that the Prophet (PBUH) and his

believe and
wills, disbelieve.

Lord; so let whosoever wills,
let whosoever

followers faced persecution and
torture to abandon Islam. Had it been
that the Muslims used violence to
force others to embrace Islam, they
would not have migrated from their
hometown, Mecca, to Medina to
escape persecution.

Ten years after the migration, Muslims
conquered Mecca because the Mec-
cans breached a truce with them.
When Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
entered Mecca and the people gath-
ered in front of him, he asked them:
“What do you think I am going to do
with you today?” They replied “You
are a good brother and a son of a good
brother”. He said to them: “Go! You
are all free”. The Prophet (PBUH)
forgave them despite all the torture
they carried out against Muslims when
they were in Mecca and the wars they
waged against the new Islamic state in
Medina. He did not force them to

embrace Islam.

Before the spread of Islam,

many countries bordering

the Arabian Peninsula were

under occupation of two
large empires: the Byzantine Empire
and the Persian Empire. These coun-
tries suffered different kinds of
oppression by the Persian and Byzan-
tine rulers. For example, the Byzantine
Empire, whose rulers were Christians,
persecuted other Christians who
belonged to other denominations.
They persecuted Egyptian Christians
who differed with them on the nature
of Jesus Christ (PBUH). The Patriarch
of Alexandria escaped for years from
the Byzantine rulers and only resumed
his work after Muslims conquered

Egypt.

The two large empires felt threatened
by Islam which united the tribes in
Arabia and they feared the possibility
of the spread of Islam amongst the
people in their countries. They
launched aggressions against Muslims
during the life of the Prophet (PBUH)
and even after his death. Muslim

armies fought back against them,
drove them out of the countries under
their occupation and gave people of
these countries all their rights under
the Islamic rule.

Actually, there were people of differ-
ent beliefs in the Muslim state during
the lifetime of the Prophet (PBUH)
and he did not force them to adopt
Islam. There were Jews living in
Medina and Christians living in
Yemen. They totally enjoyed the
freedom of worship. The Prophet
(PBUH) wrote letters of covenants to
them assuring them that they would
enjoy their freedom of worship and
instructing Muslims to give them help
in case they need help even in mainte-
nance of their places of worship.

The Prophet (PBUH) made it clear
that if a Muslim abuses a non-
Muslim, he himself will stand against
that Muslim on the Day of Judgement.
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:
“Whoever persecutes a Zimmi
(singular of Ahlu-Zimma) or usurps
his right or asks him to do work
beyond his capacity or takes some-
thing from him unwillingly, I shall
be a witness against him on the Day

of Judgement.” Abu Dauwd

Many historical incidents show how
Muslims abided by the instructions of
the Holy Qur’an and the Prophet
(PBUH) in dealing justly with non-

Muslims living in the Islamic
Caliphate. For example, An Egyptian
Christian came to Omar Ibn
Al-Khattab in Medina, and said, “O
Commander of the Believers! I seek
refuge in you from oppression.” Omar
replied, “You have sought refuge
where it is to be sought.” The Egyp-
tian said, “l was racing the son of
"Amr Ibn Al-"Aas -Ruler of Egypt-,
and defeated him. Then he began to
beat me with a whip saying: “I am the
Son of Nobles!”

So Omar wrote to *Amr commanding
him to come to Medina with his son.
Soon after their arrival and after
confirming the claim made by the
Egyptian, Omar told him “Beat the
Son of Nobles!” so he beat him. Then
Omar asked the Egyptian to beat
‘Amr Ibn Al-‘Aas. He replied that he
has beaten the one who beat him.
Upon this Omar said to "Amr, “Since
when do you enslave the people when
their mothers bore them as free men?”

It is a historical fact that there was
peaceful coexistence between the
followers of different religions in
countries under the dominion of the
Islamic Caliphate. Muslims
conquered many countries to establish
justice and peace and gave the people
their freedom to adopt the religion
they choose. Historical records prove
without doubt that Muslims had never
forced people of any of these coun-
tries to embrace Islam. On the
contrary, they helped those people to
enjoy total freedom of belief and
worship.

There are many well-known non-
Muslim historians who refuted the
argument that Muslims forced others
to adopt Islam. For example, De Lacy
O’Leary in his book “Islam at the
crossroads” said: “History makes it
clear however, that the legend of

fanatical Muslims sweeping through

the world and forcing Islam at the
point of the sword upon conquered
races, is one of the most fantastically
absurd myths that historians have
ever repeated.” (p.8)
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