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IU helps victims of natural disasters
in mainiland China and Myanmar

Being one of the leading Islamic bodies in Hong Kong, the Islamic Union
of Hong Kong is always ready to assist in anyway to help people particularly
fellow Muslims who are themselves victims of natural disaster.

These actions were seen as recent as the earthquake in mainland China
and the deadly cyclone in Myanmar. The General Council of the Islamic
Union immediately approved a donation of HK$100,000 and HK$200,000
to Myanmar and China respectively. At the same time a letter of appeal for
donations was sent to all members of the Islamic Union and the response
was very good. The Islamic Union has also resume collecting clothes for the
victims before the outset of the cold winter season later this year which
began in Sichuan Province and its surrounding areas including Gansu,
Shannxi...etc.

Information received by IU was that hundreds of Muslims were killed and
injured, and many were left homeless by the quake. Mosques were not
spared and over 20 of them were badly damaged or totally collapsed. Since
the situation there is still dangerous and in order not to obstruct rescue work,
it is too early to say whether IU would send a team there to assess the
situation and the needs of fellow Muslim brothers and sisters. In the
meantime, the IU would try to collect as much donation as possible so as to
relieve the sufferings of all people whether they are Chinese or Burmese. For the “China Earthquake Relief Fund”, donations received will be

remitted to our local coordinators on the mainland and will be used in

The General Council of the Islamic Union of Hong Kong has set up a  Sichuan and Gansu for the provision of humanitarian aid to the victims. For
“China Earthquake Relief Fund” and a “Myanmar Relief Fund” the “Myanmar Relief Fund”, donations will be sent through Muslim Aid
respectively. The Council appeals to the Muslim community to donate = which will be working with Global Medic to provide emergency healthcare,
generously towards these funds. clean water and medicine to the victims.

Local Muslim community
responded generously to an
urgent appeal to collect clothes
for quake victims in mainland
China. The appeal has been
launched by the Welfare
Committee of the Islamic Union
of Hong Kong in response to the
pressing need for clean clothing
in the devastated areas
immediately after the
devastating earthquake
happened early last month.

The sudden earthquake left
thousands of people without
their personal belongings.
Victims have been wearing their
clothes for many days since the
quake happened. Their clothes
were either torn or stained with blood and dirt, and heavily soaked in sweat and rainwater.

Clothes collected will be sorted by volunteers and shipped to our coordinators in mainland
China by trains, and deliver to the victims in need.

The Welfare Committee would also like to appreciate the generosity of fellow Muslims who
made donations of winter clothing in response to an IU appeal made early this year. Clothes
collected had been sent in late March through Shenzhen to our coordinators located in a number
of provinces; and distributed to the needy Muslims and non-Muslims who suffered heavy loss in
the snowstorm happened in January this year.
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How Sichuan Imams helps Muslim quake victims
The following is the first hand account by Islamic Union’s
local contact in Sichuan Province - Imam Ibrahim Ma Ru Song

of Tuanjie Mosque in Pi County near Chengdu City. Imam Ma
and his team of Muslim volunteers have been working
tirelessly 1in the affected areas; giving out relief

supplies. Following the earthquake, Muslim Aid, London has
donated a sum of HK$300,000 through the Islamic Union of
Hong Kong to purchase relief supplies for the quake
victims. At the same time, the Islamic Union General

Council has donated HK$200,000 while donations from the

community has reached HK$200,000.

«..0N 28 May, relief supplies was shipped to Dujiangyan. Supplies included 250 kg of rice,
100 kg of vegetable oil, 10 boxes of halal beef sausage, 30 boxes of halal instant noodle, 20
boxes of noodle, 250 kg of flour, 50 kg of white sugar, 1 box of monosodium glutamate, 3
boxes of peasant milk candy and 2 boxes of towel. The total cost is around HK$6,000. The
prayer hall, ablution room, kitchen, and function rooms of the local mosque (see above) were
damaged by the quake. About 100 Muslims have taken shelter in the mosque. A makeshift
kitchen was set up in the front yard of the mosque...

...Since road traffic and communications were disrupted by the quake, we had lost contact
for a while with the 2,000 Muslims in Dujiangyan. Now, we have located 15 Muslim refuges in
addition to the mosque. About 1,300 evacuees have taken shelter in those refuges. Halal food
and daily provisions ate centrally supplied by the mosque...”

«..0n 26 May, convoy carrying the relief supplies (worth about HK$130,000) had arrived
Qingchuan. The convoy started the ttip from the Hui Muslim Autonomous Region of Ningxia
and traveled over several thousand kilometers before arriving Qingchuan at 2:00 p.m. on 26
May. Supplies included 85 tents, 1,000 kg of vegetable oil, blankets and woolen sheets. Helped
by Imam Ma Wei Xin of Suo Jia Gou Mosque, Dayuan Hui Muslim Village and Imam Ma Fu
Zhong of Qingchuan Mosque, we further delivered the relief supplies to Qingxi, Qiaolou,
Qianjin, Suo Jia Gou Hamlet of Dayuan Hui Muslim Village, Municipal centre of the county,
Liziba, Huaguo Hui Muslim Settlement of Dayuan Hui Muslim Village. The local Muslims were
deeply touched by the charitable deed by local and overseas Muslims and the Islamic Union...”

«..0N 21 May, we purchased stocks of rice, flour and vegetable
oil with the relief fund. Through the help by Brother Ma Zhong,
the manager of a Muslim courier company in southern Gansu
Province, the relief supplies were transported by trucks from
Chengdu to Shifang Luoshui via Guanghan and Deyang, Since
many roads and houses were badly damaged in the earthquake, the
convoy had to travel 4 hours instead of éxe normal 2 hours to the
affected areas. Supply of halal food in the devastated areas is not
adequate because of the poor road condition. Hence, the relief
supplies we broufht along were especia]lg worthy of notice. Relief
supplies included 1,000 kg of rice, 200 kg of vegetable oil, 50
boxes of noodle, 100 boxes of halal instant noodle, 100 boxes of
watet, 10 boxes of halal sausage and 1 boxes of salt. The total cost
was HK$14,000...

...Shifang had a Muslim population of 300 persons. Among
them, 200 were living in Luoshui Town. The local mosque was
located in Luoshui Town. The mosque was largely ruined in the
quake. Houses of the local Muslims were either collapsed or
became dangerous buildings. The Muslim victims are now facing
the task of rebuilding their houses and their mosques...”

«.0n 22 May, we drove through Mianyang Highway to a
Muslim refuge in Beichuan. We met the 24 years old Imam Ma
Liang Lu who led the surviving Muslims through the debris to
safety. According the Imam Ma, less than 200 Muslims survived
the quake in Beichuan. Before the quake, the area had a Muslim
population of 500 persons...”
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News in Brief

Elementary Arabic course will be held again by the Islamic Union in July.
The course is primarily designed for the learners of the Holy Quran. The course will
have 10 lessons. Course fee is HK$50. Please call the IU General Office for the lesson 5
hour. 5

A Creative Art Workshop and a Touch Photo Workshop
jointly organized by the Education Committee of IU and the Social Welfare
Department of the SAR government will be offer to ethnic minority youth. The
workshops will be held in the O.R. Sadick Islamic Centre during the summer holiday.

Enrollment is limited to non-Chinese students of P.4 to Form 2. 7% Islamic Union of Hong Kong %€
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A cricket match organized by the Islamic Union of Hong Kong and the Junior
Police Call was held in Tuen Mun recently. Bro. A.R. Suffiad, the Chairman of IU was
the guest of honour at the tournament and presented prizes to the winning team. 4% s
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; ‘!ﬁp, " Free medical examination was offered by the IU Medical Committee and

L NS | T Dawah Committee to fellow Muslims and IU members who had registered in advance.

) MgGIN(; ! Dozens of brothers and sisters had their body check-up conducted on 1 June by medical
VRIS A X '

practitioners who volunteered for the IU medical service. Free consultation was
provided by a Chinese herbalist to the participants as well.

“Seeking purpose in life”- a course on Islam organized by the Dawah

Committee of IU had completed successfully. The graduates attended the last lecture

and the graduation ceremony held on 25 May. The 10 lecture course was an attempt to

help the quest for the purpose of life in an Islamic perspective.
Bl '

Extensive renovations were carried out on the mezzanine
floor of the O.R. Sadick Islamic Centre. Temporary closures were
applied to the ablution facilities and changing rooms. The work was
completed in the late May.

Muslim Aid, a U.K.-based international relief agency and the
Islamic Union of Hong Kong have established strong partnership in providing
emergency aid and initiating sustainable development programmes. Bro. Abdul Jolil
Miah, the Fundraising Manager of Muslim Aid paid a courtesy call to IU recently to
discuss further ways of strengthening mutual cooperation.

Chu Ming Chun, better known as “Chun Jie” to many of us, was given a warm
farewell reception by the General Council of the Islamic Union recently.

Chun Jie joined the IU in 1980 and had since worked as a cleaner. She has seen many
changes and faces of the IU and its members.

In a ceremony marking her retirement, Bro. A.R. Suffaid, the Chairman of IU
thanked Chun Jie for her dedicated and loyal services to IU and was regret to see her

leave.
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Emergency relief sponsored by the Islamic
Union of Hong Kong for snowstorm victims
in mainland China has proceeded well. An
amount of HK$300,000 in total was given by
IU to our working partners in Sichuan,

Province to buy foodstuffs for the victims.
Part of the relief fund was allocated to
rebuilding & recovery included buying seeds
& fertilizers for the farmers and repairing
damaged mosques and houses.

Hubei, Hunan, Anhui, Guizhou and Guangxi
|
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O = Chairman Bro. A.R. Suffiad

’ E— Vice Chairman Bro. A.A. Hoosen

A group of Indonesian sisters graduated from Hon. Treasurer Bro. O.M. Arab
a sewing class programme organized by the § H .S t H R.M : 0
Islamic Union of Hong Kong and sponsored by § Ot Stcreary QTR LIMAr
Muslim Aid, a charitable organization whose Deputy Hon. Secretary Bro. Ali Mahomed
headquarter is based in U.K. i Building Management Committee Bro. Y. Alladin

) Da'wah Committee/
The sewing class programme was put under Education Committee Haji Kasim Ma Fung Wai

the Welfare Committee of the IU. Sisters from
the Indonesian group Halaqah, Sister Rashida
Wong, Sister Mariam Ma Mei Ling and Sister
Madeenah Molina who worked tirelessly for the

Canteen Monitoring Committee/
Sports and Recreation Committee
Information Technology Committee

Haiji Momin Wong
Bro. Aminul Haque

courses which was divided into several sessions Investment Committee/
and different timings to suit the Indonesian sisters who have different holidays. Legal & Tax Advice Committee Sis. Nisha Mohamed
The idea to have the programme started is to train the sisters to learn a skill that might Library Co!nmittee . Haji OM Hassan
be useful to them when they returned to their home after completion of their services in Membership Committee Bro. Ali Mahomed
Hong Kong. Medical Services Committee Haiji A.R. Karamdin
- N 500 | held on 25 Mav. at the Semi Publicity and Publications Committee Haji M.A. Khan
e ceremony attended by over people was held on ay, at the Seminar ; &
Room of the Islamic Centre. The Vice-Chairman of the IU, Bro. A.A. Hoosen presented \(I:Velfar.el ;omrtr)llttee :aj.! AI'(D'I KhanEI Arculi
certificates to the graduates and souvenirs to the volunteers. e Sanoe G Bl Sl e
Co-ordinator,
Islamic Association of Macau Haji R.M. Omar
Co-ordinator,
The Islamic Union of Hong Kong is looking for a da’wah worker to fill a vacant  Staff Supervisory Panel Bro. Y. Alladin
post. The followings are the qualifications and duties: Trustee Haji M.A. Khan
lificai Trustee Bro. O.M. Arab
uatfications Alternate Trustee Haji A.R. Karamdin
I. possess sound Islamic knowledge; _
II.  good in spoken and written Chinese & English, (Preferably Arabic; *If you wish to contact the above General Council
%‘I,I gg%g :g %ﬁﬁgggg;ﬁ;?pmﬂ software; an Members, please call the Islamic Union phone number:

25752218.
Duties: '
Responsible to the Chairman of Da’wah Committee and Office Manager to

perform Da’wah in general and in particular to:- The IU Newsletter is published by the Islamic Union of Hong Kong.

Contributions in the form of articles, photographs or letters are
welcomed. Letters must carry the writer's name, telephone number
and U membership number. Non-members need also submit
appropriate identification. Letters must be signed by the writer(s).
Letters must not carry defamatory or libelous remarks. Innuendoes will
not be entertained. The Editor reserves the right to edit or reject
materials submitted for publication. Opinions expressed by writers
need not necessarily represent the official views or positions of the
Islamic Union. For enquiries, please call 2575-2218. Contribution
should be sent to:

I. assist the Da’wah Committee to organise courses and functions;

II.  give lectures in Chinese and English on the basic principles of Islam;

[I1. prepare articles on Islam for distribution;

IV.  design and conduct courses on Islam for new converts and Muslims;

V. organise and dgarticipate in tuition classes and Madrassa;

VI.  regularly update the Islamic Union of Hong Kon%fwebsite; and

VII. conduct counseling in matter related to Islamic affairs to groups/individuals.

Salary is negotiable depending on qualifications and working experience. The post The Publicity & Publications Committee,

required to work on weekends and public holidays. Brothers and sisters who are
interested should apply in writing, enclosing copies of relevant documents or
testimonials from recognized universities or institutions to the Chairman of Islamic
Uniiql(i Da’vlvah Committee on or before 1% July 2008. All information is treated
confidential.

———

Islamic Union of Hong Kong,
40 Oi Kwan Road, 7/F., Wanchai, Hong Kong.

Tel: 852-25752218 Fax: 852-28345409
Email: info@iuhk.org Website: www.iuhk.org
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25 new converts of different nationalities joined the big Muslim family following the
|| declaration of Shahadah in a conversion ceremony held at Masjid Ammar & O.R. Sadick
| Islamic Centre on 6 April 2008. Senior Imams in Hong Kong and Muslim scholar from
mainland China were invited to attend the ceremony as guest speakers.

The event was organized by the Dawah Committee of the Islamic Union of Hong Kong,
Mufti Muhammad Arshad of the Kowloon Mosque and Dr. Ahmed Jun Ding of Xibei
Minzu University, China attended the conversion ceremony and both spoke on the
occassion.

The declaration of Shahadah was officiated by Imam Uthman Yang Xing Ben. Each new
convert recite the Shahadah respectively in Arabic, and some of them also read the Shahadah
in their mother language. Among the new converts were Filipinas, Indonesian and local

Chinese. “Alhumdulillah! Your decision to embrace Islam is an outcome of deep reflection
about life and the guidance from Allah”, said Dr. Ahmed Ding.

The ceremony began with recitation of verses from the Holy Quran by Hafiz
Atig-ut-Rehman, and concluded with a dua by Imam Sulaiman Wang, Light refreshments
were served after the ceremony. The function was organized by the Dawah Committee of
} the Islamic Union of Hong Kong in conjunction with the Helpers of Islam Group and the
Halaqgah sisters. More than 200 guests attended the ceremony.
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