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In response to the world trend to develop Islamic
financing in Hong Kong, the Islamic Union has worked
with private sectors and Islamic academics to introduce
to fellow Muslims & the general public; the principles
& prospects of Islamic finance, a concept which is
virtually unknown to the local financial system.

IU’s Da’wah & Education Committees will organize
a talk on Islamic finance from 3:15-6:00 p.m. on
Sunday, 24" February in the seminar room on the 6%/F
of O.R. Sadick Islamic Centre. Dr. Obiyathulla Bin O.
A. Ismath Bacha, a Professor in the Department of
Business Administration, International Islamic
University of Malaysia, has been invited as guest
speaker to speak in detail the concept of Islamic
finance.

Professor Bacha and Professor Mohd. Azmi Omar,
Deputy Rector (Academic & Research) of International
Islamic University, are both invited to give lectures for

the Islamic Perspectives course offered by the General
Education Unit of the University of Hong Kong in
February.

Early in November 2007, the Da’wah & Education
Committees had promptly conducted a talk on Islamic
financial products following the launch of an Islamic
fund by a local bank. The talk was given by a senior
representative from the bank and was well attended by
our Muslim brothers & sisters.

Mr. Donald Tsang, Chief Executive of HKSAR has
outlined the government’s vision to establish Hong
Kong as the hub of Islamic financing. “Islamic finance
offers huge potential for development. To further
consolidate Hong Kong's position as a global financial
centre, we should actively leverage on this new trend by
developing an Islamic financial platform in Hong
Kong”, stated Mr. Tsang in his Policy Address in
October 2007.

Hayj duty fultilled by millions of Mushims

Hajj of 2007 has successfully been fulfilled by
millions of Muslims from around the World including
those from Hong Kong & the Mainland China.

Hajj, the greatest Jihad as stated by King Abdullah
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia in his message
to the pilgrims, has shown the bondage of human
being and this bond has linked Muslims into an

integrated nation.

According to Saudi Central Department of
Statistics, the total number of pilgrims from Hajj
2007 reached 2,454,324. Among them, 1,707,814

were from outside of Saudi and 746,511 were from
within Saudi.

Among the pilgrims were also dignitaries from
Muslim  countries including Iran’s President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, Malaysia’s King Al-Watheq
Billah Tuanku Mizan Zainal Abidin, Mauritania’s
President Mohammed Ould Sheikh Abdullah,
Maldives’ President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom,
Tanzania’s Vice President Dr. Ali Mohammed Shein,
Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed

and Guinea’s Prime Minister Lansana Kouyate.

During the reception hosted for Muslim dignitaries
and heads of Hajj missions from overseas countries,
King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia
appreciated the multitude of Hajjis gathered in
millions from every corner of the Earth. “I feel the
diversity, the richness and complexity of the world’s
cultures, sets of belief and traditions”, he said.
“Through this sea of humanity, one can not help but
realize how much humans can be different, yet how
much they share together. Above all, they share values
and an innate belief in a creator, in God, that
transcend differences in races, colour and way of life”.

Please show due respect to this publication as it contains excerpts from the Holy Qurlan stF|#4F FME X , MLy, EEESFF LEH

Ibrahim have similar moral rprinciplcs and ethics that
at the end define humanity and set humans aside from
other species’, he remarked.

“Today in Hajj, this splendid human gathering, I
ask you all and ask all those my words can reach, to
always remember and keep in our thoughts and minds
what is shared among all religions and cultures; to
accentuate, articulate and emphasize what we have in
common’, stated King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al
Saud.
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Over 10,000 Chinese Muslims have fulfilled the Islamic duty of Hajj and
headed back to China in eatly January 2008. Due to proper planning and

organization, the Chinese Muslim pilgrims have got through the Hajj safely
without incident.

A total of 10,804 Muslims in Mainland China joined the Chinese Hajj group
for their pilgrimage to the Holy sites. This is the first time that the number of
Chinese pilgrims has gone beyond ten thousands. Among the Muslim pilgtim
who came from 28 provinces, autonomous region and municipalities, the largest
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group was from Gansu & Qinghai region which numbered about 4,000.

Also, there were 2,700 pilgrims from Xinjiang, 2,000 from Ningxia & Shanxi

region, 1,100 from Yunnan, and a number of Muslims from Inner Mongolia,
Henan and other provinces.

The Chinese Hajj group was led by Bro. Ibrahim Hong Chang You, Vice
President of China Islamic Association. Having fulfilled the Hajj, the Chinese
pilgrims began their journey homeward in late December.

Two groups of Muslim brothers & sisters who went to perform Hajj have returned after successfully completed their sacred duties.

Alhumdulillah! The groups spent almost one month in the Holy cities of Makkar & Madinah. Led by Mufti Haji Muhammad Arshad from the Kowloon
Mosque and Imam Haji Uthman Yang Xing Ben from Masjid Ammar, the groups returned safely either via Pakistan or flew directly from Jeddah. Group

members were satisfied with the overall arrangements.
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Upcoming events ........

Education Assistance and Scholarship Awards will be presented to
deserving students on Sunday, 24 February in the Seminar Room

on the 6/F of O.R. Sadick Islamic Centre.

A total of 12 students including 7 girl students will be presented
the Scholarship Awards from 3 scholarship funds. The funds are
being managed by the Islamic Union and are awarded to students
who have achieved good academic results. At the same occassion,
16 students including 10 girl students will be presented Education
Assistance by the IU to enhance further their studies.

All Muslim students are encouraged to apply for the Education
Assistance & Scholarship Award. Those who are interested should
apply to the Islamic Union’s Education Committee. Since the
screening process is very competitive, applicants who do not meet
the criteria are encouraged to make their attempts next year.

In addition, certificates will be presented on the same occasion to
the graduates of Salawat & Nasheed class, Arabic class and
Mandarin class. The ceremony is organized by the Education
Committee of the Islamic Union.

“Islam & Human Life” will be the core subject of discussion in

A New Term for I.U. General Council

The Islamic Union of Hong Kong held its 59th Annual General
Meeting on 2 December 2007 (22 Zul-Qa'dah 1428AH) at Masjid
Ammar and Osman Ramju Sadick Islamic Centre. The following
Brothers and Sisters were elected to serve the General Council.

the upcoming Islamic course to be offered by the Da’wah
Committee of the Islamic Union starting from 2" March (Sunday).
It is hoped that the course can help the participants to look into the
phenomena and natures of a wide-range of issues including human
behaviour, liberty, religion, the universe, physical substance,
science and food...etc. The course will have 10 lessons in total. A
course fee of HK$100 will be charged for each participant. Please
come to the IU office for registration.

“Islamic Perspectives” a course offered by the General Education
Unit of the University of Hong Kong will be held from 19 February
to 18 March. The Da’'wah & Education Committees of the Islamic
Union are invited to provide assistance to the course. Imam
Uthman Yang & Assistant Imam Sulaiman Wang from Masjid
Ammar & O.R. Sadick Islamic Centre are invited to give lectures on
“Muslims daily life” & “Family” respectively on 11* & 18% March.

Talk on Periodontal Disease & Oral Health organised by Medical
Services Committee of IU will be held at 11 a.m., Sunday 17*
February, in the Seminar room on the 6% /F of O.R. Sadick Islamic
Centre. Dr. Jasmine C.Y. Yeung is invited to address to the
audience the causes of periodontal disease, its prevention and the
general knowledge of oral health.

Hiking BGo Dragon’s Beack

With the recent good weather, a hiking trip is
most appropriate for the young and old and of
course, fit. The Sports & Recreation Committee

had organized a hiking trip to the “Dragon’s Back”
in the eastern tip on Hong Kong Island on 27t
January 2008 (Sunday).

Chairman Bro. A.R. Suffiad

Vice Chairman Bro. A.A. Hoosen

Canteen Monitoring Committee

Hon. Treasurer Bro. O.M. Arab

Hon. Secretary Haji R.M. Omar

Deputy Hon. Secretary Bro. Ali Mahomed

Building Management Committee Bro. Y. Alladin .
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Welfare Committee Haiji A.D. Khan S

Information Technology Committee

Bro. Aminul Haque

The IU Newsletter is published by the Islamic

Investment Committee
Legal & Tax Advice Committee

Sis. Nisha Mohamed

Union of Hong Kong. Contributions in the form
of articles, photographs or letters are
welcomed. Letters must carry the writer’s

Library Committee

Haji. O.M. Hassan

name, telephone number and IlU membership

Membership Committee Bro. Ali Mahomed

number. Non-members need also submit

Medical Services Committee

Haji A.R. Karamdin

appropriate identification. Letters must be
signed by the writer(s). Letters must not carry

Publicity and Publications Committee | Haji M.A. Khan

defamatory or libelous remarks. Innuendoes

Sports and Recreation Committee Haji Momin Wong

will not be entertained. The Editor reserves the

Council Member

Hajia Kulsom El-Arculli

right to edit or reject materials submitted for
publication. Opinions expressed by writers

need not necessarily represent the official
views or positions of the Islamic Union. For

enquiries, please call 25675-2218. Contribution
should be sent to:

The Publicity & Publications Committee,

Co-ordinator, Haji R.M. Omar
Islamic Association of Macau

Co-ordinator, Bro. Y. Alladin
Staff Supervisory Panel

Trustee Haji M.A. Khan
Trustee Bro. O.M. Arab

Islamic Union of Hong Kong,

Alternate Trustee

Haji A.R. Karamdin

40 Oi Kwan Road, 7/F., Wanchai, Hong Kong.

Tel: 852-25752218 Fax: 852-28345409
Email: info@iuhk.org Website: www.iuhk.org
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IU joined community funfair

The Islamic Union & the Halagah group have actively participated in the community by joining the Wan Chai East Carnival — A New Year of Racial
Harmony held on 6% January.

Haji Kasim Ma Fung Wai, Chairman of TU’s Da’wah Committee was presented a commemorative plate by the organizer as a token of gratitude for IU’s
active support to community affairs.

The event was held on the pedestrian zone of Paterson Street & Great George Street in the afternoon of 6 January. A booth was set up by the Islamic
Union where the participants could play the jigsaw game. IU was supported by sisters from the Halagah group, who performed the Nashid ritual on-site.

The carnival was organized by the Wan Chai East Area Committee and co-organised by Wan Chai District Board and a number of social services
agencies.
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