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‘NTER Alhum8ullilah! On 25 December, the Imam Halal Food, Chrisly Café, Hong Kong Muslim

» Ppopular annual International Food \Women Association, Hong Kong Chinese Islamic

Fair organized by the Welfare Federation, . Bismillah Restaurant,

“- Committee of the Islamic Union of  Jashan Restaurant, Anatolia Cultural and Dialog
Hong Kong (the Union) was held Centre, Sister Afsheen Omar, Siste Rubinah and Sister

at the seasonal holiday under a  Amina Abdool Curreem donated various kinds of halal

perfect weather, and it was ended by food and products. Specially made food representing

raising more than $60,000. different countries were prepared by the participants.

The money raised was for the poor The Royal Brunei Airlines as in previous years sponsored
and needy, not only for Hong Kong a return ticket from Hong Kong to Brunei Darussalam,
but overseas too. while Hani Halal sponsored a luxury $500 holiday
hamper to the lucky draw winners.

Organizations andindividualsincluding

N Pengajian lbu-lbu DWP KJRI HIK, The Union's General Council wishes to express its
Hong Kong Yunnan Muslims, Royal  heartfelt thanks to all participants for their dedication,
Brunei Airlines, Islamic Cultural support and hard work in making this event a

” ~ Association, Halagoh Bersatu, remarkable success. The funds raised will go to the
Muslim Filipino Association of  Union's Sadagah Fund to help the poor and needy not
Hong Kong, Helpers of Islam  only in Hong Kong but also outside the territory.
( Group, Let Pacific Food,
. Yat Sin Street Indonesion It is hoped that by the grace of Allah (swt), the Union

q Sisters, Hani Halal, D & L, will make this as an annual event.(more photos on P22)
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A group of high ranking government officials recently visited
the Islamic Union of Hong Kong (the Union). Led by Mr.
Patrick Nip Tak Kuen, former Secretary for Constitutional and
Mainland Affairs, the delegation arrived at Masjid Ammar and
Osman Ramju Sadick Islamic Centre at 3p.m. on Thursday, 22
November 2018.

They were met on arrival by Bro. A.R. Suffiad, Chairman of the
Union, Haji Saeeduddin, Vice Chairman and Haji Kasim Ma
Fung Wai, Chairman of the Da'wah Committee.

The delegation were then escorted to the conference room on
the seventh floor where they were briefed on the work of the
Union by Bro. Suffiad and other Council members.

Among the delegation were Mr. Chan Tin Chu, District
Officer, Wanchai, Mr. Stephen Ng Kam Chun, Chairman,
Woanchai District Council and Dr. Jennifer Chow Kit Bing, Vice
Chairperson, Wanchai District Council. The visitors were given
a briefing on the work of the Union and showed keen interest
on education and on classes organised for ethnic minorities
particularly sewing, computer, handicraft and English classes.

Haiji Kasim Ma briefed the visitors on da'wah work undertaken
by the Union and on the workshops and seminars organised
by the Union to which scholars from China, Taiwan, Hong
Kong and other countries participated. Bro. Jaffar Hussain,
Chairman of the Youth, Education and Sports Committee
briefed on the education funds managed by the Union and
on the development of youths while Haji Saeeduddin spoke
about the problems faced by ethnic minorities. The visitors
showed keen interests on these topics.

The visitors were also briefed on the shelter for domestic
helpers which is open to Muslims and non-Muslims regardless
of race. At the end of the discussion, Bro. Suffiad presented
Mr. Nip with a souvenir. Group photographs were taken after
which light refreshments were served and the visitors taken on
a tour of the building.



Newsletter

Rajab 1440 / Mar 2019 P3

IU MATTERS

LOCPG representatives meet with 6 Muslim Associations of HK

On 15 January 2019, the Deputy Director of The Liaison
Office of the Central People's Government (LOCPG)
in HK S.AR, Tan Tieniu, met with the representatives
of six Muslim associations of Hong Kong at the
Conference Room of
Masjid Ammar and
Osman Ramju Sadick
Islamic Centre. AR
Suffiad, Chairman of
the Islamic Union of
Hong Kong, Sat Chi
Sang, Chairman of
The Chinese Muslim
Culturaland Fratermal
Association, and Lau
Chi Tat, Chairman of
Hong Kong Chinese
Islamic  Federation,
Zoheir Tyebkhan, Chairman of the Incorporated
Trustees of the Islamic Community Fund of Hong Kong,
Jamillah Wong, Chairman of the Hong Kong Muslim
Women Association, and Syddeqah Yuen, Chairman
of the Hong Kong Islamic Youth Association, attended
the event.

B Deputy Director of The COCPG, Tan Tieniu, met
with the Hong Kong muslim' representatives.

On behalf of the LOCPG, and on behalf of Wang
Zhimin, the Directors of the LOCPG, Tan Tieniu gave
blessing to the representatives and briefly introduced
the development of the China, Hong Kong and
the  freedom  of
religious belief in the
Mainland. Tan Tieniu
fully  aoffirms  the
contribution of Hong
Kong lIslamic groups
in culture, education
and charity, followed
by encouraging
them keep their hard
work on promoting
religious and social
| harmony, play a role
on contribution by
leading Hong Kong into national development.

The representatives introduced the situations of their
associations and said that they will continue to support

the SAR government, and to serve the community.
(source from LOCPG website)

NEWS

World’s smallest Qur’an found in China

The world smallest Qur'an was discovered in the
Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region by archaeologist.
The book is also described as the smallest book in
the world measuring only 19.6mm long, 13.2mm wide,
6.lmm thick and weighs only l.Igrams.

The book has a purple red LN 3 & —
hard cover, decorated \(‘\‘ =
with  Arabic  wordings - DL
to those who hold the . * «.._q‘_\'
Qur'an must be cleaned ‘:\ "'-gr—-
and is a Muslim. It was ‘:._l. ~ C
printed in the Muslim g ~ R
Calendar 1312 which was o <= -
AD 1892 = C

-

The previous discovery of c*ﬁ' =y
the smallest Qur'an was :
e T

found in Henan, Zhengzhou and it had been listed
as the world's smallest book by Guinness World
Records. This Qur'an is 25.708mm long, 19.517mm
wide, 9.62mm thick and weighs 4.318 grams. It was
printed about 200 years ago.

But the Qur'an in
Ningxia Museum
is much smaller
in terms of size
and weight.
That means the
collection of the
Ningxia Museum
. is the smallest book
. .
~ _=_ inthe world.

; . (source from
www.lionrockdaily.com)
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Alhumdullilah! A ceremony held on Sunday, 16
December 2018 at which scholarships were awarded
to deserving students of the Muslim community.

Organised by the Education Committee of the
Islamic Union of Hong Kong (the Union) the function
was held in the Seminar Room of Masjid Ammar and
Osman Ramju Sadick Islamic Centre and attracted
a large audience.

The event began with recitation of verses from the
Holy Quran by Bro. Ishag Ma, the Union's Da'wah
worker. This was followed with a talk on “Islam and
Modern Education” by Mufti loraheem Tufail after
which Bro. A.R. Suffiad, Chairman of
the Union, presented awards to the
students.

Following presentation of the awards
Bro. Suffiad presented a souvenir
to Mufti lboraheem. A Dua was /
recited by Imam Uthman Yang, “.
Chief Imam of Masjid Ammar.

In his address to the gathering Mufti
loraheem quoted Chapter 39
Verse 9 from the Holy Quran

Scholarships Presented To Deserving Students

which says “The one who does not have knowledge
can never be equal to the one who has knowledge”.

“No other religion stresses as much importance on
knowledge as Islam does. IQRA’ (read / recite) were
the first words revealed to Prophet Muhammad” he
said. “In the first few verses Allah clearly mentioned
that both religious knowledge and worldly
knowledge comes from Allah. The only difference is
that the former comes directly from Allah, revealed
to Prophet Muhammad and is indirectly from Allah”.

Mufti lbraheem continued: “Allah taught humans
how to read, write, and gave people the intellect to
mould materials of this world for their own benefit.
Prophet Muhammed freed enemy prisoners by
fixing education as their ransom. If an enemy taught
Muslims how to read or write, he would be freed by
Prophet Muhammad”.

Continuing his talk Mufti lbraheem said: “An
imbalance in knowledge exists amongst Muslims
today. One group will study only “secular” knowledge
and the other will study only religious knowledge.
This approach by the Muslims can lead to many
issues and creates a gap in the Ummah.
The way of Prophet Muhammad is the
best way and it is the middle way.
A balance between studying both
secular and religious knowledge is
important.”

A total of 66 students received
the awards which came from
four different funds with
i1 $100,000 from the
= K&V Bokhary Fund;
$100,000 from the
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Karim’'s Education Fund; $60,000 from the Madam Fund;
Yeung Lai Kwan's Education Fund and $46,469 » Karim's Education and Scholarship Fund;
from the Imam Maulvi Ahmed Cheung Kwong * Madam Yeung Lai Kwan's Education and

Yee's Education Fund. Scholarship Fund;

« K&V Bokhary Fund;
The amount of $306,468 awarded in 2018 * Imam Maulvi Ahmed Cheung Kwong Yee's
was higher than that of 2017 which was Education and Scholarship Fund;
$230,622. + Haiji Yacob Yeung Chi Ying and Hajia Yeung
Lee Pui Fong Education Fund; and
At  the moment, the Education » The Chiang's Family Education Fund.
Committee of the Union administers

eleven education funds. These are At the conclusion of the ceremony, group
the:- photographs were taken and light
, * Haji M.Y. Adal Education refreshments served to the nearly
e Fund; 200 participants.
it Haji Abdul Manan
Rumjahn Education Fund;
. Pau’'s Benevolent and
Education Fund;
¢ Madam Yeung's
Education Fund;

* Dr. Abbas K.K.
Yeung's Education

. 'i"!'."‘rr

B Mufti lbraheem Tufail

is giving a talk at the ' ‘.;
ceremony. l
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Understanding Islam Course
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“Understanding
Isloam  Course”
was  organised
by the Da'wah
Committee
of the Islamic
Union of Hong Kong
(the Union).

Beginning on 6

October 2018, the ten

session course ended on 15 December 2018 with

a closing ceremony at which Haji Kasim Ma Fung

Wai, chairman of the Union’s Da'wah Committee

presented certificates of completion to the fourteen
eligible students.

Amongst the subjects taught at the course which
was held on Saturday afternoons in the Seminar
room of Masjid Ammar and Osman Ramju Sedick
Islamic Center were:

* Existence of the Creator

Popular Tai Chi Course completed

On 6 January 2019, a group of 19 students graduated
from a three-month “Tai Chi" course organized
by the Islamic Union Youth, Education and Sports
Committee (YES).

The course under a qualified instructor, Haji Hakim
Ha Yau Cheong, has been conducting for several
years and have attracted many followers. The class
conducted on the rooftop every Sunday at Masjid
Ammar & O. R. Sadick Islamic Centre.

A graduation ceremony was held on a Sunday
afternoon on the 7th-floor
conference room.

Imam Uthman Yang, the
chief Imam of Masjid
Ammar was the guest
of honour and

¢ Islam — Religion of Peace

* Lifestyle of Muslims

« Six Beliefs of Islam

* Five Pillars of Islam

s Life of Prophet Muhammad

» Quran and the Miracle of the Universe
* Women in Islam

» Halal Food

* Life and Death

This was the third run of such course organised by
the committee in 2018.

present certificates to the students.

After the presentation
ceremony; group

photographs were taken and
light refreshments were served.




possible to improve their
sporting skills and to boost
their self-confidence, the
Islamic  Union of Hong
Kong (the Union) sent its
hockey team to take part
in the “Annual Hockey
Tournament” in Laos.

The tournament featured
teams from Singapore,
Malaysia, Laos, Thailand,
Cambodia and Hong
Kong and was held from
25 to 28 August 2018
in the Laotian capital of
Vientiane. The Union's
team came runners-up.

The trip was organized
by the Sports and
Recreation  Committee
of the Union with players
and officials paying for
their own expenses. But
for students who had
difficulty with financing

the trip, Bro. Kader Rahman was kind enough to

approach Bro. Majid Bin

donated $40,000 — a gesture much appreciated

by the youngsters.

Bro. Hassan himself was a hugely talented

sportsman who played various sports including

hockey, lawn bowls, tennis and badminton. But
it was in field hockey and lawn bowls that he
particularly excelled representing Hong Kong in
these events on several occasions.

In field hockey, he represented Hong Kong
at the 1970 Asian games held in Bangkok,
Thailand and again in 1974. In lawn bowls
he represented Hong Kong at the 1978

Ta¥=tsd
oy o %" i,
j ISLAMIC UNION OF HONG KONG

3

Vientaine, Laos Trip
(10th-1T3% August, 2018)
Lisces Annusd Hockey Toumnament
(N1 — 12 Aeipams, BOIA]
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Hassan who generously
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[U Hockey Team Visited Laos
With  the aim of pw T || FFE Commonwealth games
encouraging as many [ ] & = in  Edmonton, Canada
young students as where he won the gold

medal. Two years later
in 1980 he represented
Hong Kong ot the
World's Bowls Series held
in  Frankton, Australia
again winning the gold
medal. Participating in
lawn bowls at the 1982
Commonwealth games
held in  Aberdeen,
Scotland he won the
bronze medal.

His support for and
love of sports is deeply
appreciated by many
and the Union's hockey
team  eagerly  look
forward to his support in
future.

The

players  were
accompanied by a
Hong Kong Hockey
Association's  qualified
coach  Bro.  Kader

Rahman who is himself a

keen hockey player having represented Hong
Kong in the Tokyo Olympics in 1964. Bro.
Rahman also represented Hong Kong
in hockey at the Asian Games in

Jakarta in 1962, Bangkok in 1966
and again in Bangkok in 1970.

Whilst in Vientiane the players
enjoyed halal Laotian cuisine,
performed their prayers in a
small Mosque near the hotel,
distributed zakat funds and
old clothes to the poor and

needy.
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Al-Markazul Islami is the main NGO through
which most of the relief works have been done.
The organization was established in Bangladesh
in 1988. They operate 16 Madrassas with
6,500 children who are receiving free Islamic
education. They also provide food and shelter
to orphans, build Mosques and small hospitals
in various parts of Bangladesh.

Al-Markazul Islami informed Board of Trustees
about the lack of medical facilities for Rohingya
people and suggested to establish a medical
clinic to provide medical treatment to the sick
and injured Rohingya people as no such facilities
were available nor the refugees are allowed to
leave the camps. Board of Trustees discussed
this suggestion with the Islamic Union of Hong

The Incorporated Trustees of the Islamic
Community Fund of Hong Kong (Board
of Trustees) started the relief and relief
rehabilitation works for Rohingya people in Cox’s
Bazar, Bangladesh in September 2017 with the " 7 — ’

help of two Registered NGOs namely Markaz-
ul-Muslimen and Al-Markazul Islami. These two
NGOs have been working in the affected area
since the first group of Refugees arrived from
Myanmar in a very poor condition.

The Islamic Union of Hong Kong is involved in
the relief works since the beginning and has
generously contributed a substantial amount to
carryout relief works for the displaced Rohingya
Refugees through the Board of Trustees.
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Kong and made a strong recommendation after
which the Islamic Union of Hong Kong and its
council kindly consented to establish a medical
clinic cum small hospital and gave a generous
donation of HK$230,000/- in March 2018. The
medical clinic formally started working from
April 2018 and is equipped with the services of
2 doctors, 2 nurses, midwife, helpers, cleaners
etc. as well as with supply of essential medicine.
The monthly operating cost ranges from
HK$55,000/- to HK$70,000/- per month. In the
beginning around 400 to 500 patients used to
visit the clinic on a daily basis but now the daily
number is around 200 to 250 patients. The clinic
also provides labour/child delivery facility and 2
to 3 child deliveries/births take place every week.

The medical clinic is still functioning except for 2
months when the structure was damaged due to
heavy rains and was rebuilt. The Islamic Union of
Hong Kong has again donated HK$300,000/-
in different dates to keep the clinic in operation
for the benefit of our Rohingya brothers and
sisters. May ALLAH SWT Give AJAR-E-AZEEM

to all brothers and sisters who gave donations
and the IUHK Council who allowed the collection
of these donations.

Apart from running the medical clinic the
BOT with the help of local NGOs has so far
constructed 12 Masaijid, 13 Madrassas, 43 water
hand pumps, 3 deep water pumps in hilly areas,
arranged marriage of 12 girls with house and
financial assistance for each couple, constructed
more than 600 homes & some small bridges. In
addition to this around 5000 blankets, 2,000
sweaters and 2,000 jackets were distributed
among Rohingya brothers, sisters and children
to help them cope with the cold winter season of
2017 & 2018. We have employed around 30 staff

including Imams, Quran teachers and other staff
who are taking care of the Masajid & Madrassas
and serving the Rohingya community by leading
prayers and providing Islamic Education to
children and elders.

By the grace of ALLAH SWT the relief works
could only be successful and continue due to
the financial help from the Islamic Union of Hong
Kong and donations collected from Kowloon
Masjid, Amsua Masjid congregation, many
individual brothers & sisters and organizations.
May ALLAH SWT accept the donations and
hard work of all the people involved and reward
them for this noble work. Aameen.

Saeed Uddin, B.B.S, M.H.

Vice Chairman, the Islamic Union of Hong Kong &
Hon. Secretary, the Incorporated Trustees of the
Islamic Community Fund of Hong Kong
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Indeed mankind, to his Lord, is ungrateful.
— Al Quran 100:6

AT iBEeREaRR o ( (L) 100:6)

Hadith
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The man (Gabriel) said, “You have spoken truthfully. Tell me about excellence.” The Prophet said: “Excellence is to
worship Allah as if you see Him, for you do not see Him but He certainly sees you.” (From Forty Hadith al-Nawaw)

Minhzifest © " IMGRINEEERS o e Y RIEE "FEa o
SOl (BAEIRISPS ) &t 0 " EEMESFHRL - MRMEIHD—T - AEEIMSZER0mib

B e 1+ (HAForty Hadith al-Nawawi )
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In the name of Allah, with whose name nothing in the heavens or earth can cause harm.
And He is the all-Seeing, all-Knowing.

MDARETZHE  HEATRNZES - oK Foftlh 201 - 2BIEER
Pan] AERYSE o 2 EEN - 2 XK ©
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CActivity id the adverdary of gricf

Activity is life. Although a
lot of people are alive,
they are in reality like

stood to play our role
in life, psychiatric
hospital would

the dead; they do LA have  been Ustazd Abdul Muhaemin Karim

not understand the @ ﬁ,} open. Allah a_muhaemin@yahoo.co.uk
secret of life. They ﬁ\ul' (swh)  said:
do not advance for ¢ “And say 0 Muhammad, do deeds!” (At-Taubah: 105).
themselves,  for ‘

their future The Prophet of Allah Dawood (as) used to eat

or for their — from the earnings of his own hands. Our Prophet

community  any b 2N Muhammad (saw) used to graze goats for the

good: “They are content
to be with those (women) who
sit behind (at home).” (At-Taubah: 87).

Activity is the foe of grief, and idleness is the
friend of depression. Act, act and act, but to
not be in haste, for it has a definite time.

Umar lbn Al-Khattab

= (ra) used to be

a1 Bk ) @,Q persistent in his work,
¥ S o day and night —
3 sleeping  only

L, : i a little = so

his wife once
said to him: “Won't
you sleep?” He
replied: “If | slept

at night, my soul
will be ruined and if |

slept during the day, my subjects would be ruined.”

He (ra) used to fight against inactivity and idleness.
He once expelled some youth who
had taken up accommodation -~
in the Mosque, he beat them /
and said: “Go out and seek |
for sustenance, verily, the
skies do not rain gold or
silver.”

e

Indeed inactivity,  grief,
depression, evil whisperings,
anxiety and distress are as a
result of idleness. Do not say there

is nothing to do. Do as much as you

know for you are on an opportunity. If each one of us

Quraysh. A black woman used to tend the
Mosque of the Prophet; she fulfilled her role in
life and thus entered the Paradise. Prophet
Muhammad (saw) observed the funeral
prayer upon her.

Allah (swt) said:  “You may disperse

through the land” =
(Al-Jumu’'ah:
10). Workl Go
forth in the expanse
earth of Allah. Do
not insist upon an .~
elaborate job; (L
rather, condition ‘L
yourself to it. Say: z — A
I will know. | /4
will  learn  for i
there is nothing " |
impossible.”  Be

content with little.
In it is blessing out
of contentment. Jobs are not restricted to specific
persons. You can also do it. Search! Be activel
Equip yourselfl Train yourself!
\\ You shall soon find what befits
you. Verily, idleness is itself
anxiety and grief. Do not
n o allow it gains control
over you. Idleness

o~ Ka:é is a robber of the

gainfully employed.

Yy

The cheapest remedy existing

on the earth for psychological

disorders is work. So take to work.
Stop worrying and start living.
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I(From Ieft) Bro. Aminul Haque, BroI Ali Mahomed

Dr. Ahmad Satori.Ismall and DOr. Rufah Abd’ﬁjllah

In conjuction with the Islamic Union of Hong Kong
(the Union), the Islamic Association of Macau (IAM)
recently organized a workshop for the Indonesian
Muslim community in Macau.

Two speakers from Indonesia — Dr. Ahmad Satori
Ismail and Dr. Rufah Abdulloh - were invited to
speak at this event. The Union was represented
by Bro. Aminul Haque, Council Member, while
IAM was represented by its Hon. Treasurer Bro. Ali
Mahomed and Imam Ramadhan Ding the newly
appointed Imam of Macau Mosque.

Dr. Satori is a Professor of Islamic Studies at the State
Islamic University of Syarif Hidayatullah, Jakarta,
Indonesia, while Dr. Rufah is a Senior Lecturer at
the State Islamic Institute of Serang Banten, also of
Indonesia.

In his address to the gathering,
Bro. Ali Mahomed thanked Zakat
House of Kuwait for their generosity
in sponsoring this important event.
He expressed his gratitude to
MATIM and HALIMAH, two

of the biggest Indonesian

Muslim organisations

in Macau, for their

hard
work
in making the
workshop a success.
In  particular  he
thanked Dr. Satori
and Dr. Rufah for
their talk and hoped the Ummah in Macau will utterly
benefit from the workshop.

[Ior. Ruffeh felked ebeutihe
ol of wemen [

In his address to the gathering, Imam Ramadhan
reminded the audience to properly utilize the time
that Allah has given them. “Indeed,” said Imam Ding,
“mankind is at a loss, except for those who have
believed and done righteous deeds and advised
each other to truth and to patience.” (Qur'an 103)

In the first session, on “Keys to a Better Public
Speech” Dr. Satori stressed that content in a speech
is critical and consideration must be given to the
audience when delivering the contents.

“Engaging with the audience keeps you connected
and you won't feel alone.” he said. “When you

talk too quickly” he continued “you can wander
off or make statements that have no relevance.

W\ eany300iparticipants. attendedithe
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Additionally, the audience has trouble processing
what you are saying.”

He said that notes should be used as a guide and
not as a script and advised the audience not to read
word-for-word from slides, cards or notes. “This will
bore the audience to death and usually result in
sounding robotic.” he said.

Dr. Rufah spoke on “The Role of Women in Da'wah”.
She said that from the very beginning, women played
vital roles in the propagation of Islam. “From the
sacrifices of Sumayyah to the collected hadiths of
Aisha, women have been instrumental in spreading
Islam. Da’'wah amongst women deserves far more
attention.” she said.

In the third session, the topic of which was “Da’'wah
in a Workplace”. Dr. Satori said that the best way
to do da'wah is to plant a seed in a person’s heart.
The purpose of da'wah should not be conversion
because having that goal will scare people away.
Instead, by planting a seed, the person is left
wanting more. “Let them know enough about Islam
to interest them and Insha Allah, lead them to want
to find out more when they are ready” he said.

He stressed that da'wah should be done through
display of good character. He said the workplace
is full of challenges and for those who work, they
will come across rudeness, impatience and moody
people. The only solution is to remain patient, smile

and avoid confrontation. Sharing and assisting
others at work help others to warm and soften their
hearts. When their hearts are attracted, then da'wah
could be injected in them very easily.

In between the talks, sisters from Macau and Hong
Kong performed nasheed.

Souvenirs were presented to the speakers by Bro.
Ali Mahomed and Bro. Aminul Hagque, and the
event ended with a dua by Bro. Abdul Muhaemin
bin Karim, the Union's Da'wah Worker, after which
group photographs were taken.

Held on Sunday, 4 November 2018, the workshop
was sponsored by Zakat House of the State of
Kuwait and was held at the Kam Pik Community
Hall attracting nearly 300 participants, an increase
over that of the first workshop held in April 2018.

The 7th Guangzhou Islamic Culture Forum

On 30 December 2018, Haji Kasim Ma Fung Wai,
Da'wah Committee’s Chairman of the Islamic Union
of Hong Kong represented the Union to accept the
invitation of “The 7th Guangzhou lIslamic Culture
Forum” from Guangzhou Islamic Association.

The forum was held at Guangzhou Institute of
Socialism, and the title of the forum was “Islam in

Guangzhou, Embracing Chinese Culture”. More
than 100 Chinese Muslim representaters attended
on the day. By the fact that the ideas of Islamic
culture have not yet been widely recognized or
even distorted by the community, the purpose of this
Forum is to promote how to communicate between
the Islamic Community and the society, to make

recommendations and ways to improve them

3 @
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Space for everyone? The Cambridge mosque project offers a new vision of community.

A recent article in The Economist lamented that
in many of Britain's mosques women are excluded
from leadership positions, with a large proportion
of mosques not even accommodating women
by providing space for worship. In a piece that
appeared in The National, Shelina Janmohamed
similarly levelled a critique of this phenomenon
that is at once impassioned and bewildered. She
asks: “If women are not able to join their friends
and neighbours at the mosque, then where should
they go? If they can't use places of worship to
gain knowledge and discuss the issues of the
day, to whom will they turn?”

At the same, there are several Muslim women
serving as MPs in the House of Commons, as
well as Baronesses within the House of Lords. On
the other side of the Atlantic pond, two Muslim
women have just been voted into Congress —
and none of these women have denied their
Muslim identities. Will the mosques catch up, one
wonders?

| had the distinct pleasure recently of seeing the
early stages of one of Britain's newest mosques
in one of England’s oldest cities, Cambridge. The
mosque organisers, headed by a Cambridge
University donin Islamic studies, Dr Timothy Winter
— otherwise known as Shaykh Abdal Hakim
Murad — had clearly thought very carefully about
the needs and requirements of this community. |
am not familiar with many places of worship that
send out opinion surveys as to what the mosque
ought to provide in terms of services and spaces
— but this mosque did; including very specific
questions, it seems, about the provision of space
for female worshippers. This created, it appears,
its own dilemmas — but it also allowed for the
opportunity to be rather creative.

As one walks into the mosque complex, one
immediately finds a cafeteria, teaching area and
a garden. The mosque organisers reminded me
that all of these were obviously gender inclusive,
but that, additionally, the garden was designed
by an English Muslim woman, Emma Clark, who
trained at the Royal College of Arts. So far, so
good. But the real question for Muslim women
in places of worship is simple: does it allow for
their empowerment in terms of space, or does it
entrench their disempowerment in the same?

The answer to this question is answered as soon
as one enters in the main prayer hall. There are
three prayer spaces: the main hall; another, smaller
hall separated from the main hall by sound-proof
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transparent glass; and a balcony area above the
smaller hall, from which the entirety of the main
hall can be seen. The balcony is reserved for
women; the smaller hall is reserved for women
who might have crying babies, but who still want
to be a part of the broader mosque community
without feeling they might be bothering them with
the infants’ crying. The reserved “women-only”
prayer spaces probably make up a good fifth of
the overall prayer space. But that still leaves the
main prayer hall.

A common topic of discussion in many mosques
in the UK where there is provision for women is: do
women have access to the main prayer hall and,
if so, should there be a screen therein, separating
the men from the women? The mosque organisers
decided to ask the prospective community this
question, in the form of a survey. Around 40%
of respondents wanted a screen; the majority
did not. So what was the mosque to do? Whom
should the mosque try to satisfy?

The answer was easy: both. The mosque
constructed arabesque screens that were a
couple metres high for those who wanted to pray
in complete seclusion, and screens that were
about a half a metre high for those that did not.
These smaller screens, nonetheless, functioned to
demarcate the different spaces. Moreover, gaps

existed in between those sections, so that families
who came to the mosque with children who might
want to go back and forth between the men’s and
women's sections could do so easily. If that was
not flexible enough, the screens themselves are
movable, so that the space can be adjusted to
accommodate more women should the occasion
demand it. Such a simple solution to a potentially
divisive problem is as elegant as it is ingenious.

Perhaps crucial for the success of this project will
be the appointment of the Mosque Director at
the Cambridge Mosque Trust — a position that,
at present, is yet to be filled. On more than one
occasion, the chairman of the Trust, Dr Winter,
stressed that the position was gender neutral —
both men and women were welcome to apply. He
volunteered that information without any prompt
from me.

This is a thrilling new project, and one that is well
placed to welcome all sections of the Cambridge
Muslim community. It is also a project that is
designed to be accommodating to Cambridge’s
ecosystem: the mosque will feature solar panels,
as well as rain-gathering (for use in maintaining
the grounds) and water conservation (such as
motion sensors near the taps in the ablution
areas) measures. Consistently, | saw a mosque
that was designed to bring the wider community
— Muslim and non-Muslim alike — into the
mosque grounds, and to a means of regenerating
the local surroundings as a genuinely communal
space.

One can only hope that the Cambridge mosque
serves as a new standard in England, the UK and
Europe more generally for mosque design. It still
needs support, and for the good of social cohesion
throughout Cambridge and Great Britain, | hope
it receives all the assistance it needs.

(Australian Broadcasting Corporation, ABC)
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Charity Henna Mehndi

The Islamic Union of Hong Kong organized a
special charity function on II November 2018
afternoon, “Charity Henna Mehndi”.

Sister Afsheen Omar has co-organized a “Henna
Art Class” with the Union to teach Muslimah a
skill that will allow them to start a business
or help their families financially.

The event aimed to raise funds for the Union’s
Sadaqah Fund, and gave the graduated students
an opportunity to practice.

"Muslim Café" was awarded

RTHK CIBS "Top 10 Radio Programmes"

The RTHK "Community Involvement Broadcasting Service” (CIBS)
Awards Presentation Ceremony was held on 3 November 2018 at the
Piazza of The Hong Kong Cultural Centre in Tsim Sha Tsui. "Muslim
Café" was awarded as one of the "Top 10 Radio
Programmes".

"Muglim Café" is a radio drama jointly produced by
the Hong Kong Muslim Women Association and the
Islamic Union of Hong Kong hosted by RTHK radio.
The program explains the common misunderstanding
about Islam through stories happened in a café between the
owher, staff and customers. Sharing the wisdom of Islam and let the
audiences know more about the Muslim community. And to spread
positivity with Hong Kong people.

For those who are interested, please contact IUHK office to
obtain a "Muslim Café” CD. Limited number of copies, available
while stock lasts.
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Free Copies of
Chinese Traditional Qur’an

The lIslamic Union of Hong Kong’s newly published traditional
Chinese Qur’an translated by Muhammd Ma Jian is Free for
Muslim.

For enquiry, please come to IUHK office on 7th floor. Limited
humber of copies, available while stock lasts.

Special Acknowledgement: Hong Kong Muslim Women
Association sponsored the printing.

New carpet in Masjid

The prayer halls at the Masjid Ammar and Osman
Ramju Sadick Islamic Centre have changed to a new
look, the dark green carpet was replaced by red
velvet carpet.

New carpet was sponsored by Sharjah Charity

T International via the helping of the UAE consulate
= e office in Hong Kong. The New carpet in Masjid Ammar
is in commemoration of Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al
Nahyan, founder of the United Arab Emirates.

LIMesiic) Amimer Mers reyer el
[es & lorence) new look.
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A ‘sidmember deleﬂon fron{#‘Mo[clys@ecen’rly

courfesyacall on the Islamic gdJnion of
Hong Kong (the @ion). Led by Dr. Taufig Yap Yun
Hin¥President of.the Malaysian Chinese Muslim
Associdgtion (MACMA), the delegation orriviin
the territory on the evening of Thursday, 3 Jantiary
2019 and wer® met at the airport-by Hoji-KosimJ
Ma Fung Wai the Union's Da'wahfCommittee’

Ciﬁrmon. o

Prior to performing Jumah of®Masjid Ammar
on 4 January 2019, the delegation had dh
informal discussion with members of the Da’'wah
Committee on fssues of common intergsts. .
k

Whilst in the territory, the delegation visited some
of the Masjids in Hong Kong and on the morning
of Sunday, 6 January 2019, Dr. Taufig delivered a
lecture on “Quran and Science” before a large
audience in the Seminar Room of Masjid Ammar
and Osman Ramju Sadick Islamic Centre. Apart
from “Quran and Science”, Dr. Taufig also took
the opportunity to brief the audience about Islam
in Malaysia.

At the conclusion of his talk, Haji Kasim Ma
presented Dr. Taufiq with a souvenir following

Malaysian Students Visit the Union

A group of students from Malaysia recently visited
the Islamic Union of Hong Kong (the Union). The
students were from the Department of Dakwah
and Leadership Studies, Faculty of Islamic Studies
of the National University of Malaysia.

Led by Dr. Muhammed Faisal Ashaari, Senior
Lecturer, the delegation arrived on the morning of
24 January 2019 and was met by Bro. Ishag Ma
the Union's Da’'wah Worker who escorted them
to the Seminar Room on the Sixth floor of Masjid
Ammar and Osman Ramju Sadick Islamic Centre.

They were then given a briefing by Bro. Ishag on
the work of the Union especially on da'wah being
carried out and on the composition of the Muslim
Community in Hong Kong. Following the briefing
a question and answer session took place when
the opportunity was taken to share each other’s
experience on the field of da'wah.

After the briefing, the delegation proceeded to

@which the deledttion had an inidepth diggussion

Newsletter

with membeérs of the Da'wah Committee on ways
to assist each other with the propagation of Islaf
amongst non-Muslims — especially Chinese — in
Malaysia and in Hong Kofig. L

L

At the discussion, particular emphasis was
placed on how to convey the message that Islam
is a religion of peace, tolerance and respect for
people of other faiths.

During their short stay in the territory, the
delegation were guests at a breakfast hosted
by the Hong Kong Chinese Muslim Federation
and at a lunch hosted by the Hong Kong Muslim
Women Association and the Union.

The delegation left Hong Kong on the evening of
6 January 2019.

the conference room where they were met by Haiji
Kasim Ma Fung Wai, Chairman of the Union's
Da'wah Committee and by Haji Abdul Muhaemin
bin Karim Da'wah Worker of the Union.

Haji Ma presented a souvenir to Dr. Ashaari.
Group photographs were taken after which the
group performed their Zuhur prayers in the Masjid
and was treated a simple Chinese “Dim Sum”
lunch at the canteen. The 15 member group which
comprised of 4 girls and 8 boys and 3 lecturers
were in Hong Kong on a study tour.
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5** DSE Muslim Student Encourages Non-Chinese Students Never Give up Chinese

The results of the 2018 Hong Kong Diploma of
Secondary Education (DSE) was very impressive,
among the top students is Nusky Shazia Syeda,
a Hong Kong - born Indian Muslim. Nusky has
achieved level 5™ in five subjects and level 4 in
Chinese language.

After graduated from Islamic
Dharwood Pau Memorial Primary
School, Nusky continued high
school at Diocesan Girl's School.
Recalling her Chinese language
learning journey, Nusky said,
“The Chinese language subject
in my primary school was divided
into two sections - for Chinese
and Non-Chinese students. But
| attended both. When | studied
in high school, all subjects
were taught in English ‘except s
Chinese language subject, and E-—"

the Chinese language subject in
DSE level was very in’rensive p

-

Despite Nusky is a nohve Hong F(\g psfple §|\€'
has no Cantonese speoklng“fqm‘il embers. The
only opportunity that she can.practice Cantonese
was at school when she communicated with
classmates and friends. “My parents always
encourage me fto communicate with others in
Chinese, unfortunately when people noticed | am
a non-Chinese, people spoke to me in English
spontaneously.” said Nusky.

Although Nusky admitted that for Non- Chinese
students learning Chinese in Hong Kong is
extremely difficult, she never think about giving
up. “As a non-Chinese, we do not have a Chinese
root, we are not familiar with the structure of
Chinese characters, reading Chinese is very
difficult for us.” Therefore many non-Chinese
students choose to give up learning Chinese
because they cannot found motivation to
continue studying.

“l am very grateful to my family, for their financial
and spiritual support and to my teachers for their
tireless nurturing. | did not attend private Chinese
tutorial class because those classes mainly
focused on examine paper answering technique.
If | did not understand the basic well, attending
more tutorial classes could only be in vain.”

Nusky shared her Chinese language study tips
with us,

1.The most important is doing extra papers
besides regular homework.

2.Try to understand the background or origin
stories of the Chinese idioms and classical
Chinese pieces.

3.Do not shy to ask your school
teacher to review your work after
class.

Nusky obtained level 5 in DSE
Chinese Paper 3 - Integrated Skills,
she paid tribute to her teachers for
their dedication and guidance. It is
undeniable that the most difficult part
of all the Chinese examine papers are
“Classical Chinese” comprehension
and Chinese composition. Nusky
explained “Classical Chinese”
is difficult because even one
character can be used as
different parts of speech
such' as noun, verb and
adjective’ “and .corrled
different ‘meani
Composition s . di
" because there |s no
answer, different . graders
mlgh’r have different expectation. Luok||y she did
not worry too much about her results after DSE
was over.

She is now studying medicine year one at the
University of Aberdeen in Scotland, UK. Nusky
has noticed that the support to the non-Chinese
patients under the current medical system
is insufficient. She wishes to be a doctor and
contributes in public hospitals in Hong Kong
after graduating from university. Nusky wishes to
help the ethnic minorities with her professional
knowledge and language skills.

Nusky succeeded in DSE examine and able to
continue pursuing her dream because of her
perseverance attitude. “I have continued my
Chinese study and have taken Mandarin class
too. | want to be a good doctor, and it is important
for doctors to be able to understand patients’
needs, communication is essential.” said Nusky.
Last but not least, Nusky wants to say to those
non-Chinese students who are studying Chinese
and thinking about giving up. “Everyone can
learn Chinese. Even though the road ahead for
us is tougher than the Chinese people, when we
can conquer the Chinese language, we will have
a brighter future and better choices in careers.”
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Optical Health Lecture

On the evening of Sunday, 13 January 2019, the
Da'wah committee of Islamic Union of Hong Kong
hosted an optical health lecture. On the night,
Dr. Pong Chiu Fai, an Academician of College of
Ophthalmologists of Hong Kong and a Consultant
Doctor of Hong Kong Adventist Hospital Foundation
Eye Fund, was invited to explain how to protect and
take care of our eyes.

About 20 people participated in the lecture that
night. At the end of the lecture, the chairman of the
Da'wah Committee, Haiji Haji Kasim Ma Fung Wai
gave a souvenir to Dr. Pong Chiu Fai.

2019 T E e BB
The Year 2019 Desk Calendar e

ON SALE NOW

* WREERPHEERR -
Include Islamic calendar and
Gregorian calendar.

“ FEPEDERAKRRK - DRIBE -
Wlth beautiful Hong Kong landscape
photos.

BRS30B T
HKD $30 each

HEBATFIPHS 7 ZHERES - FIENGE
ERESRE - HEBBR - E7ALL -

For enquiry, please come to IUHK office on 7th
floor. All proceeds go to Sadaga Fund. Limited
number of copies, available while stock lasts.

Weliare Committee, IVHK
BEHERE
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’570}?5@5 SA®  70th Annual General Meeting

201812898 - FERFHK IR

The Islamic Union of Hong Kong held the
70th ACM on 9 December 2018 in the

Seminar Room at the Masjid Ammar and

O. R. Sadick Islamic Centre.

The five retired members were unanimously
re-elected to the General Council for a

new 3-year term.

General Council Member 2018-2019

Chairman Bro. A.R. Suffiad  [Vice Chairman Haji Saeed Uddin
Ny P BN Bl A v R AAT
Hon. Treasurer Bro. 0.M. Arab Hon. Secretary Bro. R.M. Omar
1 Ao Fis B R g LG BAZH % 5

Building Management Committee

Information Technology Committee

“EEWZ a3 LR ¢ Haji M.A. Khan AL s = A Bro. Aminul Haque
Welfare Committee R AR Membership Committee EH R

i L B € iRt f ¢

Investment Committee Haji Saeed Uddin  |Da'wah Committee Haji Kasim Ma Fung Wai
HELE € v Rrh AT cREAA € 5 & wrh Ap

Youth, Education & Sports Committee
TE KT EIMTER €

Bro. Jaffar Hussain
kg i % 5

Legal and Tax Advice Committee
2 2 Ak PRI

Dr. Nisha Mohamed
HfIEE 1

Medical Committee

Haji A.R. Karamdin

Publicity & Publications Committee

Haji Nasser El-Morshidy

EEEMALERE

Bro. Aminul Haque

EMPU

Council Members i+ %

-rxgzl'i A& RIS Rl W L A
lerary Committee Bro. Ali Mahomed [Canteen Monitoring Committee Bro. Azmat M. Moosdeen
LEL SRS 5 56 A v 3 ST RIE ¢ Y AT R
Co-ordinator, Islamic Association of Macau [Bro. R.M. Omar Salaries and Allowances Committee  |Bro. O.M. Arab
SRR AT RF R A BAzd v g 2 2L R € B4R e F

Haji Saeed Uddin Haji Muskin Khan
Representatives to the Trustees R A Y 2 s

Haji Amin M;rFung Chi
:‘B; lg- ‘:/\ %ETF'
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A Pubhc Talk on lsla{nHPerceptmn ml}uﬂm&mﬂi and Sustainable Deyelopment

ecember 2 ]8 q oL

Prof. L awal M. Marafa,
, of Geography and Resource
ent, CUHK, was the moderator.

ay, ~the world's greatest problem is not only
mental many of them in some way a
product of environmental problems. We can argue
at environmental problems are the root cause of
deforestation erosion, floods, drought, hunger, racism,
international migration, international and domestic
terror, human rights violations, human trafficking, and

emphasized

Q nvironmental costs

ption patterns and

am’ remir d the audience that we

pay for good qualn‘y and durable products

ro’rher than cheap and poor quality commodity which
will end up in the landfill quickly.

Around 40 people attended the talk, some of the
participants were keen to speak up their opinion
about environment and sustainable development.
At the conclusion of the talk, Imam Uthman Yang
presented Prof. ibrahim Ozdemir, Prof. Lam Chiu Ying
and Prof. Lawal M. Marafa with a souvenir and group
photographs were taken.

*%mﬁ%%ﬂﬁwfm%mﬁi

201812888 @ PHTHEKS AP KB EHTE LH
RPIVHERWST—B3R [— {MSQEMEE'J{:;E
RPTRRAERERTUKFERRE] NARBE

BE ﬁiﬁﬂﬁmﬂﬁmﬁ“mmémx&ﬁ%%&$&
BRIRS M ERERESMABHESHRIZRE Nibrahim
OzdemirBIBERERE  BBPNARHBRERERE
BRBEHE IEBRNESEEMBEABHERT
WA MEBPNARHEBEREREE2RANTRIEY
BABELER -

[RESUREFRANEBEFREZERRENE  BERE
RMANSIER - RATLUR - BERESRNRE - #
K %22 08 BEEE RmEsm SRAE R
BAD EERERIZNREARRA o | Ozdemir#®

& - 3R (LRIE) BEMRE - [HRETBHA
BR - WPEBHFIMR - | ( (HERE) 2:164)
I BRRRE - BIVRENEY - HREE{CBIRLDE
ERBRMEREARRANERNEE -

MBREFBRMEL - REFMEREBLERNEYEHRD
SEYE - HEESRHANBRIANEBEHINNRRX
BBASE M IRREE  MREBESERRMAN
ER - MARRBNLENSRD  ARELBBRRI

BRBENTI0AZN - BHLINEBRIKFERMFL
BRENIFERENSE - £RALRE - BRAYR
B=UHREE T B RBELSRA
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B @EMUufti Ibraheem TufaillB&R=B2%
B EETHBOARRFAINNG °

Mufti  IbraheemEMBERSIAS (GER)
EIVEFIMMEE © [BABVRMAENESF

5 ? EEEEHAERIE - |

[RERMRBEPHEBPRAFHABENE
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Mufti lbraheemi@&sR : [EEHABWORE

—el
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REBHESNEF  HERBEEZE
BHRERRBEST  FBUT :

M.Y. Adal EERSBEE

Madam Yeung’s HEEE

Dr. Abbas K.K. Yeung's#I B &%

Pau’'s RERHFES

Abdul Mannan RumjahnlSBHBEEE
Karim’'s#E R IRBEE
PEBUWKABERRBESR

K & V BokharyE3&

Imam Maulvi Ahmed REZHE RRBEST
EEBERREEBEMEARERRBESR
RERREHRBERREES

R200A2 NI BREEE  EEIBRER
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