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APPEAL FOR DONATIONS

With the approach of the Holy Month of Ramadhan,
the Welfare Committee of the Islamic Union of
Hong Kong (the Union) appeal to members of the
Muslim community to donate to the Union’s Zakat
Fund.

Over the years donations made from the fund by

the Committee included but were not confined to:

* monthly financial assistance to the poor in
Hong Kong;

* operation of a shelter for domestic helpers;

* provision of aid to the needy; and

* provision of aid to victims of natural disasters;
etc.

Because of the closure of
facilities at Masjid Ammar
and Osman Ramju Sadick
Islamic Centre caused by the
pandemic, donations to Zakat
have been extremely low
particularly from the donation
boxes put up on the ground
floor of the building as visitors
dropped significantly.

This decrease in income has had an

adverse effect on the Committee’s ability

to render assistance not only to some Muslims
in Hong Kong but also to some Muslims outside
the territory who because of the pandemic, are
suffering.

Zakat is one of the five pillars of Islam, and
serves principally as welfare contribution to poor
and deprived individuals. The payment of Zakat
is obligatory for every Muslim whenever there

is economic activity resulting in a net increase in
their wealth.

Zakat not only purifies the property of the
contributor but also his heart. [t also purifies the
heart of the recipient and fosters goodwill and
warm wishes for the contributors.

Ramadhan is the best time to increase one’s
charity, pay one’s Zakat if it is due or start giving
regular charity as the rewards for good deeds
are multiplied. The Prophet (saw) would give
charity throughout the year but would increase
his generosity during Ramadhan.

From the days of the Holy Prophet many
Muslims choose to offer Zakat in
Ramadhan due to higher spiritual
rewards. In case of urgent need
however Zakat payments can
be made at any time such
as during famine, plaque or
hatural disasters.

The Welfare Committee

therefore appeal to members

to donate most generously to
the Union’s Zakat Fund.

Donations can be made either by cash at the
General Office of the Union or by cheque made
out to the Islamic Union of Hong Kong and marked
“Zakat” on the reverse.

Welfare Committee
Islamic Union of Hong Kong
March 2021
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Despite the pandemic, the Islamic
Union of Hong Kong held its 72nd
AGM at the Masjid Ammar and O.
R. Sadick Islamic Centre on the last

Sunday of the year 2020.

Although the turnout was lower than
perious AGM there was sufficient
members to form a quorum to start
off the meeting on schedule with a
Dua by Imam Uthman Yang Xing-
ben.

All precautionary measures were
taken including proper distancing
and wearing face masks for those
who attended.

co-opted in place of Bro. Azmat
Mossdeen who left the council last

year).
The meeting commenced with Al
the welcoming note from the
Chairman, Bro. A.R. Suffiad. Each
voting member was given a copy
of the IU Annual Report before the

were elected back to their
respective  positions  with  the
exception of Bro. Ali Mahomed who
will take over as Chairman of the
Publicity & Publications Committee

meeting.

Five council members due to step
down after their three-year term
of service were re-elected. They

apart from his current Chairmanship
of the Library Committee.

The meeting ended with a Dua by

Imam Suliman Wong. Those who
attended were each given a box
of refreshments before they left the
meeting.

were Haji Saeed Uddin, Haji M.
A. Khan, Bro. Jaffar Hussain, Bro.
Ali Mahomed and Haji Nasar
Mahmud Safda (Haji Nasar was
The General Council
Bro. A.R. Suffiad
Haiji Saeed Uddin

Dr. Nisha Mohamed
Haiji Kasim Ma Fung Wai

Chairman Legal & Tax Advice Committee

Vice-Chairman Da'wah Committee

Library Committee
Publicity & Publications Committee

Hon. Secretary

Co-ordinator, Islamic Association of Macau Bro. Ali Mahomed

Haji RM. Omar

Bro. Osman M. Arab Haiji Amin Ma Fung Chi

Haiji Saeed Uddin
Bro. Aminul Haque

Haji A.R. Karamdin

Haiji Muskin Khan

Haiji Nasar Mahmud Safda
Bro. Alaric Lau

Salaries and Allowances Committee | Bro. O.M. Arab
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Hon. Treasurer Canteen Monitoring Committee

Building Management Committee
Welfare Committee
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Haji M. A. Khan Representdtives to the Trustees

Haiji Saeed Uddin

L .
. =

Investment Committee Medical Committee

Information Technology Committee

Membership Committee Council Member

Bro. Aminul Haque

Youth, Education & Sports (YES) Committee | Bro. Jaffar Hussain
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In the first of its kind for Islam in Macau a group
of non-Muslim students recently visited Macau

Mosque.

The 15 students from St. Joseph's University
arrived at 2:30 pm. on Thursday, 22
October 2020 and were warmly received
at the entrance by Imam Ramadhan Ding
who invited them to enter the Mosque
after taking off their shoes.

Imam Ding briefed them on the history and
function of the Mosque and on Islam. The
students were very interested in Islamic culture
and exchanged religious knowledge with Imam
Ding.

_lThe visit was supposed to last
| for 15 minutes but such was the
interest shown, it lasted for one
and half hours. The students
" expressed the hope to have more
such exchanges in future so as
to enable them to further their
knowledge on Islam.
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The Islamic Association of Macau
(IAM) recently organized a function
to welcome a group of brothers and
sisters into the Muslim community. In an
event of significance for the Muslims in
Macau, another
conversion
ceremony took
place at the one
and only Mosque

in the territory. "

17 January 2021, & &
six brothers and |
sisters recited
the Kalimah
Shahadah before an invited gathering
of over 60 Muslims. The six comprised

of four brothers and two sisters with
three from the Philippines, two from
China and one from Macau. Among
the converts were a family of three
from the Philippines

The function began at 2:00 p.m. shortly
after Zuhur prayers with recitation of
some verses from the Holy Quran by
Bro. Zahir and was followed with a short
talk on Islam by Imam Ramdhan Ding,
the Imam of Macau Mosque who also
conducted the conversion ceremony.

Certificates and souvenirs were then
presented to the converts by specially
invited guests — Bro. Ali Butt, Bro. Wahid,
Bro. Zahir, and
Bro. Abdul Halik,
Hon. Secretary
of IAM.

The  souvenirs
consisted of
prayer
and prayer caps
for men and
prayer
and hijabs for

carpets

carpets

sisters. Two of the converts Bro. Yusuf
Ahmed and Bro. Mohammed Fauzan
were then invited to give a short talk on
why they embraced Islam.

Sis. Zainub also gave a talk in which
she encouraged the converts to seek
more Islamic knowledge. Following Sis.
Zainub's talk, the Indonesian sisters
presented souvenirs consisting of prayer
caps and sarongs for men and hijabs
for women after which they performed
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Nasheed. The function concluded at -

around 3:00 p.m. with a Dua by Imam
Ding. Light refreshments were served
to the participants many of whom
stayed behind for Asr prayers.

Amongst the over 60 participants
were those from Indonesia, Pakistan,
Malaysia, Egypt, Nigeria, China and
Macau.

Imam Ding was instrumental in making

the arrangements for the function. Once

again Bro. Dai the manager of Dong Lai
Shun restaurant in Macau contributed
a variety of desserts and arrived early
pastry chef to
prepare traditional Chinese food and

with a professional

fried dumplings. The Indonesian sisters

also contributed watermelons, soft RS

drinks and a variety of fried snacks
such as samoosas.

Originally eight brothers and sisters ##
were scheduled to embrace Islam &
at this ceremony but one brother s
had to return to the Philippines while
the other Chinese brother could not
obtain leave from work. However
they had earlier recited the Kalimah
Shahadah and were each issued

with a certificate of conversion.

Including the six who embraced Islam
on 13 September 2020, fourteen brothers
and sisters took Islam as their religion in
the space of five months.

In his speech Imam Ding emphasized
the importance of Islam for the converts
and reminded them of the need to make
changes in their lifestyle. He advised
them to visit the Mosque more often to
learn about Islam.

Imam Ding also took the opportunity to
inform the participants that the Da'wah
Committee of the Islamic Union of Hong
Kong would be organizing a 16 sessions

online Islamic course from 7 February
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Digtribution of daily necessities to elderly Muslims

On 26 September 2020 at Masjid Ammar e e
and Osman Ramju Sadick Islamic Centre ,,d._,;‘ﬂ'l'ilur
entrance, Sister Aisha Dad, daughter of : =
Bro. Fazal Dad, the late Vice-President
of the lIslamic Association of Macau
arranged distribution of gift packages
of daily necessities to elderly Muslims as
an alternative religious memorial service
for her late father during the pandemic
and social gathering ban was in force.

The gift packages also included surgical
face masks donated by the Lion's Club
of Hong Kong, Prince Edward Chapter.
The distribution was coordinated by the
Da'wah Committee of the Union.

/U/eg IT'S FREE

Collection point:

Islamic Union of Hong Kong

Rm 604, 6/F Masjid Ammar & O.R.S.
Islamic Centre

40 Oi Kwan Road, Wan Chai, HK
Enquiry: 3469 9234

(Fackatsege Cadledh K Juran

MAULANA WAHIDUDDIN KHAN TRANSLATION
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ALLAH (SWT) GUARANTEES ULTIMATE SAFETY

Allah (swt) said: “It is He who has sent his
Messenger (Muhammad) with guidance and
the religion of truth (Islam), to make it superior
over all religions even though the Mushrikeen
(polytheists, pagans, idolaters, disbelievers in the
Oneness of Allah) hate it.” (Quran 9: 33)

Prophet Muhammad (saw) was the awaited
savior and the longed for reformer who
guided mankind away from misguidance,
saved them from ignorance and called them
to faith, brotherhood, and worshipping the
One True Lord of all that exists. The Prophet’s
message was, still is and will always be full of
truth, guidance, reform, reconstruction and
true freedom. He was sent at a time when the
hearts were thirsty for the truth, longing for a
way out of darkness to light, so as to remove
the thick veil of misguidance that had engulfed
them. When Muhammad (saw) was sent, there
came the awaited reformer who brought peace
and tranquility with Allah’s help. Hence, people
rushed to embrace the faith, enter the garden
of Islam and accept Allah’s religion in great
numbers.

The heart of so many people were opened and
felt comfortable when there came to them pure
guidance from Allah and the truth that cannot
be corrupted or spoiled by evil. They adhered to
the message that came to them and followed the
Prophet (saw) whom
Allah  sent to
deliver them to
safety; they
loved and
helped him

as much as

they could

and were

his aids in

jihad  and

while calling

to his message.

Islam is Allah’s light
that dissipated the
darkness of this
life and rose over
the horizons of this
world. It is the right
religion that filled
empty hearts with
faith and brought life to them with certainty
and sincerity. It is the eternal call that carries the
message of reform, emancipation and vitality in
all places and time frames.

Allah has sent down Islam to be perfect healer
for all ills of this life and the cure that endows
mankind with immunity from wickedness,
trials in life and religion and sin. Islam is still
carrying its reforming mission of guidance
until the present time, delivering a call that is
unsurpassed or rivaled. Islam dissipates disarray
injustice and mischief and establishes guidance,
justice, peace, stability, brotherhood, coherence
and unity.

Muslims, in the present times, are in desperate
need of adhering to Islam’s calland holding to the
guidance of the Quran. They have fallen prey to
feebleness, weakness, confusion, misguidance,
sin, and following lusts and desires. Their only
safety and immunity is through Islam that came
to them with Muhammad (saw).

Muslims will never earn what is good for them,
acquire Allah’s help and victory, or live a good,
tranquil life until, and unless, they revert to Islam
and adhere by Allah’s Book and the Sunnah of
His Messenger (saw). The Prophet (saw) has
said the truth when he declared: “I have left
with you what will save you from misguidance,
as long as you adhere to them: the Book of Allah
and my Sunnah. Have I conveyed the message
O Allah, be my Witness.”

Ustazd Abdul Muhaemin Karim
a_muhaemin@yahoo.co.uk
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JHE ISLAMIC UNION FIELD HOCKEY TEAN AG"

Islamic Union of Hong Kong (The

! Union) Field Hockey Team was held
on December Ist, 2020.

The Union has two men’'s hockey
teams that have played in the 2019-
20 winter league of the Hong Kong
| Hockey Association. Both teams’

performances were reviewed and
outstanding players were rewarded.

The Union's Team ‘A’ performed %
extremely well in Division 3 and has
always been at the top of the league
standing. Because of the excellent
result obtained, Team ‘A" will be =
promoted to Division 2 in the new &

2020/21 winter league.

The players understood and agreed

that the success of the previous season

| was the result of their cumulative
efforts. They have committed to

_.conhnumg ’rhejr_ ef'for'rs in ’rhe comlng




Newsletter

Rajab 1442 / Feb 2021

P9

SPORTS

BUXING LEARNING CLASSES

A boxing learning program for the youth
of our community has been organized by
the YES Committee of the Islamic Union
of Hong Kong in collaboration with the
Junior Police Call (JPC). The program
began on 10 October 2020. It was held
on the 19th floor of the JPC's clubhouse in
Wan Chai every Saturday.

These classes are taught by a team
of boxing experts, including Mr. Pang,
an executive who has been boxing
professionally for more than 30 vyears.

Ii E*j|1§f / “ L E
Hf;'-ll
1_!,-L|'1 | Bl
On December 15th, 2020, the VYES

committee arranged the first Tai Chi class
of this year. The committee normally
organizes 3 Tai Chi classes a vyear.
Because of the Covid-19
possible to organize any class earlier. Very

it was not

encouraging responses were received
from the members who have been waiting

for a class for a long time.

As the social distance rule of the Govt.
is still in place, the Committee has taken
all necessary measures to ensure the
safety of all participants. For instance,
temperature check and maintaining a

distance of not less than 1.5m between

Trainers teach self-respect and inspire
young people to keep their heads up at
all times. They also help young people
understand the importance of winning and
losing gracefully. Good sportsmanship,
which is an important lesson for young
people to learn, is inculcated.

A social distance measure is strictly
adhered in the class by maintaining a
fair distance between students. Students
were allowed to remove their face masks
only while training.

JLASIES

members. Participants are expected
to wear a mask at all times, even while

practicing Tai Chi.

The Islamic Union of Hong Kong has a
long history of conducting Tai Chi classes
for years to inspire members to take part
in healthy activities.
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Arabic Class in Macau

Thanks to Bro. Abu Bakar, a Ghana
overseas student at the University of
Macau who gave an impetus to the
establishment of an Arabic language
club in the University of Saint Joseph's in
Macau.

On 21 November 2020, Imam Ramadan
Ding from the Islamic Association
of Macau organized the first Arabic
language course in the University of Saint
Joseph's at the invitation of the Club.
The first class was held at the University
campus, Imam Ding talked about the
significance of Arabic language in the
modern world, the introduction of Arabic
letters and grammar. He also talked
about Islamic culture and its contributions
to western civilization.

EPIDEMIC

This class was attended by students
from the University of Macau, Macau
University of Science and Technology
and the University of Saint Joseph's. An
enthusiastic response was shown by
the students. They expressed the hope
that more activities could be organized
regularly in future at which they can
enhance multi-cultural communications,
share their differences and have the
opportunity to get to know each other.

Imam Ding also said that he was delighted
offering assistance to let students from
Saint Joseph's as well as other universities
to appreciate and learn about the history
of Arab countries, Arabic language and
culture. Imam Ding hopes there will be an
Islamic cultural festival be held in Macau
which can be lasted for one week long.

Learning without borders

Since the outbreak of the
COVID-19 pandemic,

B online

courses,
especially live-
streaming lectures,

e eads adopted
by the Union as the
primary teaching and
learning  method.  “When
congregational daily and Friday prayers
have been suspended at mosques to
prevent the spread of coronavirus. We
must take the initiative to get closer to
Islam. Especially Muslims in Hong Kong
who are not living in an Islamic country.”
said Imam Uthman Yang Xing Ben.

Even though we are physically isolated
during the coronavirus outbreak, we are
not socially isolated thanks to technology.
The Union is now running Introduction
to Islam course every Sunday afternoon
4pm from February to May 2021 and
Fruits for the Week extension lecture
every Saturday morning llam online free
of charge. We encourage Muslims and
non-Muslims to join us online to enrich
your understanding of the Islamic faith.

®% I [® Fruits for the Week

A" Extension Online Zoom Talk
O * Every Saturday 11 am
[=] z# by Imam Yang (Cantonese)
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Our Lord, we have heard a caller calling to the faith: “Believe in your Lord,” and
we have believed. Our Lord! Forgive us our sins, and remit our misdeeds, and
make us die in the company of the virtuous. (Quran 3:193)
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As for those who believe and lead a righteous life-these are the best of creatures.
Their reward is with their Lord: Gardens of Eternity beneath which rivers flow,
where they will abide forever. God is pleased with them, and they are pleased with

Him. That is for whoever fears His Lord. (Quran 98:7-8)
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'The Prophet (&) said, “The deen (religion) is naseehah (advice, sincerity).” We
said, “To whom?” He (&) said, “To Allah, His Book, His Messenger, and to the
leaders of the Muslims and their common folk.”
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IUHK CHARITY D 1 = +P
800 8.323 835
POST FOLLOWERS  FOLLOWING

FOLLOW -

Thank you for your support, e\ IZAEVSZHEF ©
IUHK’s Welfare projects. SEFITRE i EESEE

www.iuhk.org

milndia €5
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Funds needed for Iftar in: Malnland Chma Cambodia, India, Indonesia (for
schools and nrphanages), Pakistan, Philippines, Srt Lanka Vietnam and Thailand.
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Donations can be made either by ptving cash at rhu. Creneral!Ofheaiof the Ulnion on the 7 Flaor of Mo 4()
(i Kwan Read, Wanchai, Hong Keng or by sending a erossed cheque mu‘lr_ out toithe Slslamic Union af
Humng Itt:-n;., md mailing it to rhi address. 1t v-mll betppreciated it thEchegue couldbe marked with
HETAR  and the destenared area or areas dn the fgversd. Denation can ;Lh‘n be madeionline, please visit
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As funds need to be I-_t["tti_d eirly, Tl“. n:]imnl,, clate hirm.upt of donations is on Sunda 1y 28 March 2021,
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